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By CAIN CHAMBERLIN
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY – As the 
storms have seemed to 
worsen along the Jersey 
coast in recent years, Robert 
Smith continues efforts to 
enhance the safety and sus-
tainability of Cape May and 
its residents in the event of 
a disaster.  

Smith has been appointed 
for the third time to a three-
year term as Cape May’s 

Emergency Management 
Coordinator (EMC). Smith 
has served as the assistant 
EMC in the past, as well, 
and by the end of this term 
will have over 20 years of 
experience in emergency 
management. 

Smith, who is also super-
intendent of Cape May’s 
Public Works Department, 
said being an EMC, espe-
cially in Cape May County, 

Please see Chief, page A2

Smith is appointed for 
third term as EM chief
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First women’s lifeguard competition of the season

David Nahan/Cape May Star and Wave

The Wildwood Crest Beach Patrol’s women’s surf dash team competes at the Longport Women’s Lifeguard Invitational July 9. The WCBP won; it was the surf dash team’s fourth straight victory dating back to 

last season, when the WCBP women won all three events. From left are Ann Marie Kelly, Christina Caroulis, Leeny Tarnowski and Rose Brenner.

Continued from page A10

versity of Delaware. She will graduate from the university in December. 
She is also a veteran OCBP competitive rower. 
For the last two seasons, Boudart rowed doubles with partner Emma Elmer.  The pair won the 2012 Ocean City Beach Patrol Women’s Invita-tional. 
Beronotto has a swimming background. 
She recently completed four years swimming at East Caro-lina University. 
She competed in the row/swim with Shawnee Foglio in 2012 and 2011, and previously competed in the surf dash.  Berenotto and Foglio won the Ocean City Women’s Invita-tional both years.  
 “I rowed in high school and I’ve always missed it,” Berenotto said.  “But every year I swim for Ocean City.  I do the row/swim, so I’ve done that but never rowed.” 
Experiencing her first OCBP rowing win was “awe-some,” Berenotto said. 
“It was really exciting.  An adrenaline rush.  I was really in the zone and I couldn’t tell what place we were going to end up,” Berenotto said. 
Behind winning Ocean City and second-place Longport were Atlantic City’s Megan Birdbeck and Danielle Laron-tonda in third place.  Ventnor City’s Jessie Stackhouse and Amanda McCade were fourth, Sea Isle City’s Lindsay Valley and Alisia Bell fifth and Mar-gate City’s Kristine Auble and Rachel O’Brien sixth.

In the evening’s second event, the swim, rookie life-guard, but recent Villanova University graduate and swimmer Hayley Edwards won for Stone Harbor in a tight race with Ocean City newcomer Lexi Santer. 
Edwards also competed on Friday, July 5 in the season-opening, Cape May County Lifeguard Championships.  She was the only female com-peting in the championships, and finished in fifth place among the men in the swim. Edwards also competed in the paddleboard on Tuesday and finished in third place. 

“That was a great experi-ence,” Edwards said of com-peting at the Cape May Coun-ty Championship.  “I’ve swam in the ocean and done a lot of ocean races before, but for lifeguarding, that was my first race.  That was  personal.” 
Edwards was always inter-ested in being a beach life-guard, but the competitive swimmer was usually preoc-cupied with swimming train-ing in the summers. 
This summer, following her graduation, was the first time Edwards has had the time for a summer job, she said.  
“Now that the races are un-der way it’s exciting. It’s good to work with a team again.  Since swimming has been a part of my life, it’s like second nature to me,” Edwards said.  “It’s a great group of kids and it was nice to do the women’s race today. You just get closer as a patrol.”

Sea Isle City’s Madison Meyer and Anne Reagan Ke-arns were third and fifth in the swim and Ocean City’s Erin Curry was fourth. Erin Regan was sixth for North Wildwood.
Longport veteran Paige Funk won the singles race with a four-second lead over longtime Ventnor rower Meghan Holland. 
Funk is a former San Diego State University rower.  She has rowed for Longport for at least five years.   
“I actually got lucky not having a big wave behind me so I snuck right past them,” Funk said. “With these kinds of waves there isn’t any steer-ing you can do.  So I just ride the little ones in and not hav-ing a big one (wave) pop up behind me I was able to stay straight.”

Funk won doubles in the 

2011 Ocean City Women’s Lifeguard Invitational, but has never won a singles race before. 
“There’s really no better feeling in the world,” Funk said about winning a lifeguard event.  “I raced competitively in college rowing, high school, everything.  I still think that winning a lifeguard race is the best feeling.”

Ocean City’s Boudart fin-ished in third place in the singles, Atlantic City’s Megan Birdbeck was fourth, Upper Township’s Cara Thomas fifth and Margate City’s Amanda Auble sixth.
Competitive swimmer Mary Anne Lerro won the paddle-board for Wildwood Crest, in a tight race with Ocean City’s Santer. 
Lerro is a former University of Richmond swimmer.  
She held second place for the bulk of the race, and caught a late wave that pushed her to first. 
“I think what really matters the most in that kind of race is coming in, you’re able to ma-nipulate the board in the wa-ter,” Lerro said.  “That’s re-ally the race in a tight finish.”Lerro is new to the paddle-board, and spent most of the week working on riding waves. 

With Stone Harbor’s Ed-wards third, Jordan Lyons of North Wildwood finished fourth, Ventnor City’s Leah Abbamondi fifth and Chelsea Martin of Sea Isle City sixth.The dominating Wildwood Crest crew of Rose Brenner, Christina Caroulis, Ann Ma-rie Kelly and Leeny Tarnows-ki won the surf dash. 
Last season’s undefeated surf dash team caught a lead early and held it through their tight finish.  Wildwood Crest won two seconds ahead of Sea Isle City’s team of Jes-sie Emanuale, Alissa Lamey, Kelsie Donahue and Lindsay Valley. 

This is the group’s second year competing together as a team.  Last season, they won each race they entered. 
“We all have that competi-tive fire,” Brenner said about the team. 
“And raw speed, I think,” Kelly said.  “We all have some kind of running background.”Kelly is a former University of Notre Dame runner. 
In third place, three sec-onds behind Sea Isle City, was Ventnor’s team of Lisa Jones, Ciarra McCarron, Stacy Price and Meghan Holland. Long-port’s Katie Adams, Col-leen Tighe, Paige Funk and Kerri Roman were fourth; North Wildwood’s Samantha Deegan, Lauren Hirst, Sa-mantha Whalen and Sarah Coleman were fifth, and Stone Harbor’s Alex Schaefer, Ju-lia Zanardall, Maddie Anag-nou and Johanna Defeo were sixth.

Ocean City repeated as the team champion for the fourth consecutive year, with 24 points. 
Longport finished in sec-ond place with 15 points, and Ventnor finished in third place with 14 points. Sea Isle City and Wildwood Crest also finished with 14 points. Tie-breakers are the finish in the doubles row. Ventnor was ahead of Sea Isle City and Wildwood Crest was behind both. Stone Harbor had 12 points. The Cape May Beach Patrol did not enter a team.

David Nahan/Cape May Star and Wave
Hayley Edwards of the Stone Harbor Beach Patrol rides a wave to the beach in the rescue board event at the 2013 Longport Women’s 
Lifeguard Invitational July 9. Edwards finished third after winning the swim event for Stone Harbor.

David Nahan/Cape May Star and WaveJordan Lyons, top, of the North Wildwood Beach Patrol catches up to Ventnor City’s Leah Abbamondi in the rescue board race at the 2013 Longport Women’s Lifeguard Invitational July 9. At right, Lyons runs to the finish. Below, the start of the swim event.

David Nahan/Star and Wave
Above right, Katie Collins heads 
to shore in the rescue board 
event at the 2013 Longport 
Women’s Lifeguard Invitational 
July 9. At right, Leeny Tarnowski 
of the Wildwood Crest Beach 
Patrol leans back as she takes 
her boat over a wave in the 
singles row. Twelve teams from 
Cape May and Atlantic counties 
competed at the first women’s 
lifeguard competition of the sea-
son.
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By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY POINT – Mayor 
Skip Stanger told the public at 
last week’s commission meet-
ing, the New Jersey Supreme 
Court ruled the Borough of 
Harvey Cedars had a right to 
be heard in a lawsuit involv-
ing dunes.

The case involved a couple 
in the Harvey Cedars sec-
tion of Long Beach Island. 
The couple had been awarded 
$375,000 from a lower court 
because the dune blocked 

their view of the ocean.
According to Stanger, the 

high court determined the 
lower court’s decision had not 
dealt with dunes or the bor-
ough’s right to go on some-
one’s property and alter or 
increase the dunes. 

“On appeal, the Supreme 
Court over-ruled the deci-
sion, and said the borough 
had a right to be heard,” 
Stanger said. 

“One thing that is important 
to consider is where the 

Please see Point, page A4

Christopher South/Cape May Star and Wave

Snow Leopard mother and cub
Above, the Cape May County Park and Zoo’s female snow leopard, Himani, and one of her yet to be named cubs gaze off into the 
distance, perhaps thinking about their native climate. Snow leopards live in higher elevations, and recent high temperatures might 
cause the snow leopards to retreat into their air-conditioned shelter. Himani has had a litter in each of the last four years – the latest, 
a male and a female, were introduced to the public on July 10. See related story and photos on page A3.

LT residents ‘give a damn’ about Wichterman’s comment
By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH

Cape May Star and Wave

LOWER TOWNSHIP – 
Residents who spoke at 
Monday’s Lower Township 
Council meeting that, frank-
ly, they give a damn about 
remarks made by Cape 
May Councilman Jack 
Wichterman. 

Wichterman was quoted in 
another area newspaper mak-
ing statements about Cape 
May’s efforts to change the 
school funding formula. The 
current formula, based on 
property values, has Cape 
May paying 35 percent of the 

Lower Cape May Regional 
School District budget, while 
accounting for just 5 percent 
of the students. Two weeks 
ago, the Lower Township 
mayor and council criticized 
efforts by the Cape May 
governing body to alter the 
funding formula saying the 
action would cause harm to 
the school and the township.

Wichterman made it clear 
where is his allegiance lies, 
saying, “I couldn’t give a 
damn about the people in 
Lower, I’m working for the 
people in the City of Cape 
May.”

Some Lower Township 

residents didn’t appreci-
ate Wichterman’s candor or 
choice of words. 

“Councilman Wichterman 
said he really doesn’t give 
a damn about the people of 
Lower Township. In what 
universe do you start nego-
tiating by attacking people?” 
resident Janet Pitts said. 

Resident Wayne Weisman 
also commented on 
Wichterman’s remark.

“For an elected official to 
say something like that…he 
owes Lower Township an 
apology,” he said.

“The man was out of line. 
Where does he think the 

children of Lower Township 
came from,” resident Robert 
Rizzo said. “They came from 
families who couldn’t afford 
to live in Cape May.”

Wichterman said his com-
ment was taken out of con-
text.

“I have a lot of friends in 
Lower Township – I play golf 
there every week – I have a 
sister who lives there and I 
certainly care about her. But 
the fact remains, no one there 
voted for me, and our respon-
sibility is to the people of 
Cape May. We are doing what 
we are supposed to do, and I 
don’t have any animosity to 

anyone there,” Wichterman 
said.

Pitts said a less aggressive 
approach would be more con-
ducive to negotiation. She also 
said while Wichterman said 
no one from Lower Township 
had ever approached him to 
discuss the funding formula, 
she said she talked to him 
after a school board meeting. 

“I talked to him. I wanted to 
make my feelings known as a 
(Lower Township) taxpayer 
and resident,” she said.

Comments came as Lower 
Township Council prepared 
to vote on a resolution object-
ing to Cape May’s efforts to 

change the funding formula, 
perhaps including withdraw-
ing from the district or dis-
solving the regional school 
district. 

Lower Township Resolution 
2013-208, titled “A Resolution 
Regarding the School Funding 
Issue,” says the school district 
was formed in 1956, and for 
more than 35 years has been 
funded by a tax levy based on 
the Equalized Assessed Value 
(EAV) of each municipality. 

The resolution says the EAV 
method divides the cost of 
funding the school district 

Please see Damn, page A2

Cain ChamberlinCape May Star and Wave
Above, Cape May’s Emergency Management Coordinator Bob 
Smith.

No change for parking, 
advisory group says

By CAIN CHAMBERLIN
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY – After three 
meetings, the Shared Parking 
Advisory Committee has 
found no reason to alter the 
current city parking code 
and agreed the Planning and 
Zoning Boards should con-
tinue hearing business and 
property owners’ requests for 
variances.

According to committee 
chairman Deputy Mayor 
William Murray, the group 
will submit their findings 
and final conclusion to city 

council as well as to the zon-
ing and planning boards but 
will continue exploring other 
options to alleviate Cape 
May’s parking problem. At 
the July 12 meeting, each 
member provided input on 
whether shared parking was 
desirable, and if so, how it 
could be implemented in 
Cape May. 

Charles Hendricks said he 
felt there wasn’t a demand 
for shared parking in the city 
and didn’t feel it could be 
efficiently enforced if it 

Please see Park, page A5

WCM roadwork schedule
By CAIN CHAMBERLIN
Cape May Star and Wave

WEST CAPE MAY – 
Borough construction for 
water and sewer system 
improvements will stop at the 
end of the July and resume 
in early September, Borough 
Engineer Ray Roberts said.

At the July 10 Board of 
Commissioners meeting, 
Roberts said water system 
improvements and repaving 
on Stewart Lane and Landis 
Avenue have been complet-
ed. Third Avenue was base-
paved on July 8 and top, 
course paving began Monday 
following an extension of the 
existing sewer pipe 220 feet 

toward Morrison. 
Top course paving on Fifth 

Avenue began concurrently 
with Third Avenue. 

Sewer improvements on 
Fourth Avenue extending 
across Columbia Avenue to 
Green Street have also been 
completed. Roberts said the 
street will be base-paved 
this week with the top course 
being installed the week of 
July 22. 

He said the latest revised 
schedule from contractor, 
F.W. Shawl and Sons, Inc., 
says Third, Fourth and Fifth 
avenues will be completed by 
July 26, which is when sum-

Please see Work, page A5


