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For when you want 
that Cape May 
state of mind.

subscribe online
capemaymag.com/sub

by phone
609-898-4500

or snap this code! →

Cape May
magazine

JULY 23  
JAY AND  

THE AMERICANS

JULY 30 
HERMAN’S HERMITS 

STARRING  
PETER NOONE

AUGUST 6 
THE DRIFTERS

AUGUST 13 
THE HITMEN

There’s a reason they’re classic.
SUMMER CONCERTS

S P Y  B OY  P R O D U C T I O N S  P R E S E N T S 
CAPE MAY CONVENTION HALL2 0 2 3

TICKETS: $50 NO REFUNDS ALL SHOWS BEGIN AT 8PM 
Call 609.884.9565 or visit CapeMayCity.com

Cold Spring 
Presbyterian 

Church
Rev. Dr.Kevin Yoho

780 Seashore Rd

884-4065

3rd Sunday
Cape May

Presbyterian Church
Hughes & Decatur

JAZZ
VESPERS

Looking for a friendly place to 
worship? Please join us on  

Sunday mornings. 
Beach Service 8:30 AM 

Contemporary Service 11AM

Cape May
Presbyterian Church

Hughes & Decatur
“The Visitor’s Church”

OUR LADY 
STAR OF 
THE SEA

CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 

525 Washington St. Mall, 
Cape May  

609-884-5312
Mass Daily at 11am 

Sat. at 4pm & 5:30pm  
Sun at 7am, 8:00am 
9:30am, 11am & 6pm

CAPE ISLAND 
BAPTIST CHURCH

115 Gurney Street

609-884-3917
Visit cibcnj.org for more info.

since 1853

All are Welcome!

Call 
884-3466

to place your ad. 
Two sizes of ads 

available. 

*CODE VIOLATIONS SUBJECT TO PENALTY.

 
 
 

CAPE MAY HAS HAD A WATER CONSERVATION
ORDINANCE SINCE 1994. ALMOST ALL WATER IS
PROCESSED THROUGH DESALINATION.  

DID YOU KNOW?

MAY 15 - SEPT 15 
Outdoor watering of lawns, plants, and gardens is

prohibited 10:00am to 6:00pm; Watering is permitted
WEST of Madison Avenue on ODD numbered days and

EAST of Madison Avenue on EVEN numbered days;
Outdoor watering and car washing is prohibited on

Saturdays, Sundays, and Federal Holidays.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR-ROUND
Washing sidewalks and driveways is prohibited except in

emergencies or with advance approval; All automatic irrigation
and sprinkler systems MUST have rain sensors or override

devices; Automatic shut-off nozzles must be used on ALL hoses.
 

For Enforcement of Code No. 1025-94, Questions & 
Water Conservation Suggestions:

City defines engineer’s duties
By JACK FICHTER

Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — In May, 
City Council approved 
Paul Dietrich for a new-
ly created position, city 
engineer, and on July 3 
passed an ordinance de-
scribing his duties.

Dietrich was hired for a 
three-year term. His du-
ties include supervising 
the performance of city 
projects, oversight of the 
city’s Community Ratings 
System relating to flood 
insurance premiums, act-
ing as flood plain admin-
istrator and municipal 
housing liaison. 

He will assume many 
of the duties of former 
deputy city manager Lou 
Belasco who left the city’s 
employment for another 
position.

As engineer, Dietrich 
would prepare or cause 
to be prepared designs, 
plans and specifications 
for public works and im-
provements undertaken 
by the city, provide and 
maintain surveys, maps, 
specifications and con-
trol records in respect 
to public works and fa-
cilities owned by the city, 
and provide technical and 
engineering assistance to 
city departments.

The city will continue 
to hire other engineering 
firms for special projects. 
On the horizon for Cape 
May is a new police sta-
tion, the completion of 
Lafayette Street Park, 
upgrades to the water de-
salination plant and ex-
pansion of beach patrol 
headquarters.

Excluded from the city 

engineer’s duties unless 
authorized by council are 
engineering services and 
site work inspection ser-
vices for the planning and 
zoning compliance.

For more than 24 years, 
Dietrich handled a myr-
iad of duties for Upper 
Township. He served as 
the engineer for the Plan-
ning and Zoning Boards 
and performed numer-
ous other duties in the 
township, including com-
puter operations director, 
stormwater management 
coordinator, assistant zon-
ing officer and housing of-
ficial, municipal housing 
liaison, air quality control 
officer, superintendent of 
Public Works, floodplain 
manager, Community 
Rating System coordina-
tor and construction/zon-
ing supervisor.

well as jellies and jams. It 
also featured pies, breads 
and cookies that had been 
baked in their farm’s com-
mercial kitchen, located 
at Rea’s primary location 

on Stevens Street in West 
Cape May.

Rea’s Farm Market has 
been operating for 101 
years, with a farmhouse 
that was built in 1730. At 
the farm, people can buy 
fresh produce as well as 
pick their own. The farm 
also has lambs, pigs and 
chickens. 

Their most popular items 
change depending on the 
time of the summer sea-
son. In the beginning of 
the summer, strawberries 
are in demand. Tomatoes, 
basil and lima beans are 
some of the farm’s signa-
ture produce. By the end of 
the summer, pumpkins are 
popular. 

Besides their farm on 
Stevens Street and their 
stand at the farmers mar-
ket, Rea’s Farm Market 

participates in strawberry, 
tomato and lima bean festi-
vals as well.

A regular customer, 
Cummin, said she espe-
cially loves its lima beans 
and cantaloupes. Cummin 
said she also admires how 
each stand at the farmers 
market is different from 
the next. 

“Everybody is so friend-
ly and helpful,” she said. 
“The vegetables are so 
good, they speak for them-
selves.”

The West Cape May 
Farmers Market runs from 
3 to 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays 
in Backyard Park behind 
West Cape May Borough 
Hall at 732 Broadway. 

As Rea Flynn said, “Peo-
ple can get something to 
eat and relax, just enjoying 
the music here.”

Townbank Road; the road 
is absolutely horrible,” 
Perry said. “You’ve got the 
volunteers running in there 
to go to fire calls, you’ve got 
the apparatus coming out.”

He said he had emails 
from the county engineer 
indicating the paving would 
be undertaken in 2021 and 
2022. Perry called the pav-
ing schedule for Townbank 
Road “totally unaccept-
able.”

Laffey said the state De-
partment of Transportation 
(DOT) would be installing 
traffic-calming measures 
on Schellenger’s Landing. 
He said the township has 
applied to DOT for a per-
mit for improvements from 
the Route 109 bridge to the 
small bridge entering Cape 
May.

Traffic-calming mea-
sures proposed in the 
township’s design include 
rectangular rapidly flash-
ing beacon “yield to pe-
destrian” signs at Schel-
lenger’s Landing Road, the 
road leading to the Lobster 
House and at Second Av-
enue. 

“We’re also putting cen-
ter street crosswalk signs 
in those locations at the 
crosswalks to try and slow 
people down as well,” 
Laffey said.

He said the township has 
an approximate $25,000 
cost share for the project 
with DOT. Laffey said he 
anticipated the project 
would begin in the fall and 
into early winter. 

A flashing radar speed 
limit sign would be placed 
at the foot of the bridge 
southbound.

“Hopefully, people will 
see their speed and slow 
down before they get to 
the Lobster House cross-
ing where Lucky Bones is,” 
Laffey said.

A second radar speed 
limit sign would be placed 
northbound between Sec-
ond and Third avenues to 
slow traffic leaving Cape 
May. 

DOT will replace near-
ly 8,000 feet of guardrail 
in the township, particu-
larly on Route 9 from the 
jughandle to Middle Town-
ship, he said.

The Lower Township 
Public Works Department 
is planning to move to the 
Cape May County Air-
port. Laffey said Fare Free 
Transportation and the 
county road department 
are constructing a building 
at the airport expected to 
be completed in January. 

“We’re working out an 
agreement to get space in 
there for our Public Works 
Department to move our 
maintenance staff down 
there,” he said. “We do 
handle work for the county 
right now; we fix all their 
heavy equipment there and 
sometimes we get overflow 
on their vehicles that Ava-
lon can’t handle because 
they have a contract with 
Avalon to do their vehicles 
as well.”

The Public Works office 
staff and trash collection 
operation would move to 

the airport. Laffey said the 
exiting area on Seashore 
Road would be made into 
a more efficient recycling 
center.

He said Lower Town-
ship has a memorandum 
of understanding with the 
county to use a portion of 
the new building but not 
the final contract. 

During summer months, 
the township receives 
complaints from residents 
regarding commercial es-
tablishments that provide 
valet parking and claims 
those establishments are 
utilizing public spaces to 
park vehicles. 

Council approved an or-
dinance that states valet 
parking must be confined to 
private property, a parking 
lot or garage. Valet parking 
attendants are prohibited 
from parking vehicles in 
on-street spaces, within the 
public right of way or in 
any municipally/publicly 
owned location.

Those failing to comply 
with the regulations may 
be fined as much as $100 
for the first offense and 
$200 for second and/or 
subsequent violation.

Council approved an or-
dinance revising township 
code regulating towing and 
storage fees for vehicles. 
Indoor storage will cost $30 
per day and outdoor stor-
age $25 per day.

Towing companies are 
prohibited from charg-
ing storage fees in situa-
tions in which vehicles are 
stored within a municipally 
owned property.

Paving projects
Continued from Page A1

Farm market
Continued from Page A1


