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City proposes hiring surf school instructor concessionaire

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — “Every-
body’s gone surfin’, surfin’
Cape May, N.J.”

That’s not the correct lyr-
ics for the Beach Boys’ hit
record “Surfin’ USA,” but
young folks in the city will
have the opportunity to wax
their boards and tell their
teacher “we’re surfing.”

The city is seeking a ven-
dor to operate a surf school.
City Council tabled the hir-
ing of a surf school “instruc-
tor concessionaire” through
the competitive bidding pro-

cess at a March S meeting.
The contract could run one
to five years.

Rresident Jules Rauch
asked where the surfing
school would be located.
Deputy Mayor Lorraine
Baldwin said the school
would use the Queen Street
beach. He said he had con-
cerns if the contract ran for
five years without an oppor-
tunity to adjust the contract,
especially if the demand for
the school is more than four
or five students.

City solicitor Chris Gillin-
Schwartz said the goal was
try the surf school for a year

with the city having an op-
tion to extend the contract.

“It’s a new concept and I
think the Recreation Depart-
ment thought this would re-
ally be a positive thing for
the city, to try it out and then
if it turns out to be a positive
thing, it would give the city
the opportunity to extend it
or expand it or whatever the
city deems appropriate at
that time,” he said.

Rauch said he was con-
cerned someone next would
want to open a sailing school
in Cape May.

“These are all positive
things, but we have a limited

amount of beach and we’ve
got an increasing popula-
tion,” he said.

The city is not obligated
to open a kayak or sailing
school, it’s just surfing this
year, Gillin-Schwartz said.

Baldwin said she thought
a surf school in Cape May
was a great idea, but she had
questions about insurance
coverage and hours of op-
eration. Gilin-Schwartz said
the surf school would follow
the same insurance and in-
demnification requirements
of other concessionaires
along the beach as required
by the Joint Insurance Fund.
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A surfer attacks a wave March 10 at Queen Street beach in Cape May, future site of a surf school, taking advantage of 30 mph

winds and 3- to 5-foot seas.

Railbike operator to lease part of Welcome Center

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave
CAPE MAY — The
city awarded a one-year,
$12,000 lease to Revolu-
tion Rail for a portion of the
Welcome Center.

The company plans to put
an information desk in an
unused space in the north-
west section of the building.

Revolution Rail rents rail
bikes for use on railroad
tracks from the Welcome
Center ending at the bridge
over the Cape May Canal.

Cape May Seashore Lines
has not operated a train
into Cape May for more
than a decade due to dam-
age to the swinging railroad
bridge over the Cape May
Canal, effectively cutting
off Cape May from rail ser-

vice from the mainland.

The Chamber of Com-
merce of Greater Cape May
rents the second floor of the
Welcome Center.

Revolution Rail operates
16 railbikes on the tracks
from the Welcome Center
to the approach to the Cape
May Canal.

The leases are techni-
cally a sublease since the
building is owned by New
Jersey Transit, with the
city holding the first lease.

The lease with Revolu-
tion Rail may be renewed
for four additional one-year
terms with a 3 percent an-
nual increase.

At a March S City
Council meeting, Dennis
Crowley, chairman of the
Municipal Taxation and
Revenue Advisory Com-

mittee (MTRAC), said the
committee has been con-
cerned about the fair and
equitable establishment of
fees for services rendered
and whether those fees
should be escalated over
time in order “to avoid the
prospect of them becoming
stale through inaction over
the course of a decade or
s0.”

He said the 3 percent es-
calation clause on the lease
with Revolution Rail falls
into a trap the city found
itself in with other con-
tracts that fail to keep up
with inflation. Crowley said
MTRAC recommended es-
calation clauses would be
calculated by something
akin to cost of living index
or labor statistics.

City solicitor Chris Gil-

Family Promise launches fundraiser

NORTH CAPE MAY —
Family Promise of Cape May
County is launching a Com-
munity Match Challenge,
inviting local businesses, or-
ganizations, and community
members to donate during
the month of March.

All donations will go to
support their mission to keep
working homeless families
together during times of cri-
sis by providing safe shelter,
meals and support services
needed to educate, encour-
age, and empower families
in their quest to re-establish
their individual pride and in-
dependence.

Michael Craig, owner of

the Washington Inn, has
agreed to match any dona-
tion during the month of
March up to $10,000. Family
Promise is hoping this will
stimulate and enhance do-
nations during the month of
March for anyone who wish-
es to support their non-profit
organization during these
challenging times.

Family Promise is also
building a network of land-
lords that would be willing
to keep their property af-
fordable for the families
they serve. All Family Prom-
ise families are required to
work, are pre-screened, and
tested for drug use before

being accepted into their
program. Many families fall
into homelessness due to
job loss, sickness, the recent
influx of Airbnb’s, rent in-
creases and long-term land-
lords wanting to sell their
properties.

Family Promise is ask-
ing landlords to make a dif-
ference during Cape May
County’s affordable housing
crisis.

Visit familypromisecmc.
org to pledge or donate.
Family Promise of Cape
May County is a fully recog-
nized 501(c)3 exempt orga-
nization. Donations are fully
tax-deductible.

Service area to be named for Willis

By JACK FICHTER

Cape May Star and Wave
OCEAN VIEW — The
tradition of naming service
centers after influential resi-
dents continues with Cape
May County’s Ocean View
service area being named for
actor Bruce Willis.

The New Jersey Turnpike
Authority approved the nam-
ing at the request of the New
Jersey Hall of Fame. Other
service areas in the state are
named in honor of Whitney
Houston, Frank Sinatra, Jon
Bon Jovi, Vince Lombardi
and Connie Chung.

In 2021, Gov. Phil Murphy
announced nine service ar-
eas would be named for no-
table New Jerseyans.

“This is about putting New
Jersey greatness on full dis-
play,” Murphy said. “This is
the first part of an extended
statewide exhibition of he-
roes throughout our state.
From military heroes on the
Battleship New Jersey to
historical figures on the New
Jersey Turnpike to science
and technology trailblaz-
ers at Newark Penn Station,
New Jerseyans will find
pride in our contributions to
society and the world.”

The service area was orig-
inally to be named for author
Toni Morrison but her fam-
ily did not grant rights.

Willis was a graduate of
Penns Grove High School.
His television credits in-
clude “Moonlighting” with
Cybill Shepherd. Willis’
motion picture credits in-

clude “Pulp Fiction,” “The
Sixth Sense,” “Unbreak-
able,” “Die Hard” and “Look
Who’s Talking.” Along with
the name, an exhibit about
Willis will be installed in the

service center building.

Last year, his family an-
nounced Willis was diag-
nosed with frontotemporal
dementia, causing him to re-
tire from acting.

TIDES: March 13-20, 2024

DATE HIGH
AM. P.M.
13 11:09 11:32
14 12:01
15 12:25 12:56
16 1:21 1:55
17 2:22 3:03
18 3:22 4:17
19 4:43 5:21
20 5:41 6:12

LOW
A.M. P.M.
4:48 4:59
5:45 5:49
6:45 6:42
7:48 7:39
8:55 8:41
10:07 9:51
11:10 10:56
12:01 I1:50

MOON PHASES

New moon, March 10 ¢

first quarter, March 17
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lin-Schwartz said the lease
provides that any exten-
sions of the lease with Rev-
olution Rail are at the elec-
tion of council.

“It provides the opportu-
nity for a S-year term, but
because we’re the tenant
essentially of NJ Transit,
there has to be an escape
route for the city to get
out of deals like this and
to evaluate it on a year-by-
year basis,” he said.

Gillin-Schwartz said
when a city lease is be-
ing offered, the escalation
clause can be tied to the
Consumer Price Index.

The city would have the
option of closing the school
on a day of rough surf, he
said. The operation would
not interfere with the beach
patrol, Gillin-Schwartz said.

“Are they also required
to go through any criminal
background checks in ad-
vance?” asked Baldwin. “I
would want to make sure
that’s a condition of any
company Wwe contracted
with; they’re going to be
dealing with children.”

Gillin-Schwartz said the
vendor would not be a city

employee and more than
likely an established surf
school would bid on the con-
tract and would be held re-
sponsible for its employees.

Baldwin said she was un-
comfortable with not hav-
ing language in the contract
about hiring practices. Gil-
lin-Schwartz said language
could be included in the con-
tract that the surf school op-
erator would meet or exceed
the city’s hiring practices.

Council expects to revisit
the enabling resolution at its
next meeting.

CD SPECIAL

Limited Time Offer

4.5

6-Month CD

New Money Only
Effective 2/20/24

Stop in or call one of our
13 branch locations today!

STURDY

L ¢

SAVINGS BANK

Commiitted to Personal Service®

sturdyonline.com

nnnnnn

609-463-5220

00O

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) as of February 20, 2024. Offer
good for the initial term only. 6-month Special certificates
automatically renew at maturity to a 6-month certificate at the rate
in effect at the time of renewal. 6-month certificates are not eligible
for IRAs. New funds, not currently on deposit with Sturdy Savings
Bank, required to open 6-month Special certificates. $1,000
minimum required to open and earn APY. A Sturdy Savings Bank

checking account is required to receive the APY. Fees may reduce
earnings. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal.

Dream Big.
Play Responsibly.

Life is about balance.

The New Jersey Lottery is a provider of fun and
entertaining games that should be enjoyed
responsibly. The Lottery should not be
considered or played as an alternative source of
income. For more information about responsible
gaming, visit NJLottery.com/PlayResponsibly.

Must be 18 or older to buy a lottery ticket. Please play responsibly.
If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, call 1-800-GAMBLER®.




