
building based on what 
your wants are on the de-
sign of the building and 
work that in as we move 
forward,” he said.

Black brick would be 
used for accents on the 
new building. Conley 
said the HPC committee 
suggested using a cedar 
shake roof on the police 
station, but he was still 
searching for a compos-
ite material slate roof, 
something that would be 
acceptable to the HPC 
and resemble slate.

“The main reason for 
that is because we really 
truly feel that a masonry 
building constructed in 
the 1890s would probably 
have a slate roof on it, not 

a cedar shake roof shin-
gle roof,” he said.

HPC Commissioner 
Tom Carroll said the com-
mission had not found 
any appropriate compos-
ite materials in the past 
that looked like slate. 

Conley said it was 
nearly impossible to find 
someone today to install 
a slate roof on a building. 
He said the same type of 
siding, doors and win-
dows used on the city’s 
new fire station would 
be used on the police sta-
tion. 

Architect John Des-
cano said the design was 
Second Empire style 
which was part of Victo-
riana and they felt brick 
construction was appro-
priate for a police station. 

The building would have 
dormers with an eyebrow 
roof of copper, he said. 

Descano said the build-
ing would have decora-
tive brackets below the 
roof eaves.

HPC Commissioner 
Jim Testa said the con-
cept was a nicely de-
signed structure that 
“qualifies as the junior 
brother of the firehouse.”

“If I had one reserva-
tion, I would say that this 
building has one tower 
too many, and the reason 
I say one tower too many 
is because when I go up 
Franklin Street from the 
firehouse, through the 
Sturdy Savings, through 
the tower and the steeple 
we’re about to put on the 
AME Church, to the two 
churches that are nearby 
— it’s just tower, tower, 
tower and my problem 
is I think we have a lot of 
height and too many tow-
ers,” he said.

Testa said it was not 
necessary to have a tow-
er on the police station. 
He said it looked “stately 
and important enough.”

Conley said he consid-
ered removing the tower 
but without it the build-
ing resembled a room-
ing house. He said the 
height of the tower could 
be reduced. A generator 
for the building would be 
hidden behind fencing 
and landscaping, accord-
ing to Conley. 

HPC Commissioner 
John Boecker said he 
was in favor of the tow-
er but shorter in height. 
He said he researched 
roofing materials on ma-
sonry public buildings of 
the Second Empire with 
Mansard roofs and found 
30 with slate roofs.

Design standards from 
the Secretary of the Inte-
rior allow substitute ma-
terials for new construc-
tion, Boecker said. The 

city’s historic regulations 
allow substitute materi-
als on some non-contrib-
uting buildings, he said.

Boecker said he found 
six products that looked 
like slate with three 
“seeming authentic even 
though they were imita-
tive,” and recommended 
obtaining samples of the 
materials.

Caroll said the design of 
the Mansard roof seemed 
extra-large. Descano said 
the size was with the in-
tention for future instal-
lation of solar panels. 

Carroll said he was in 
favor of the tower on the 
building but at a lower 
height.

Police Chief Dekon 
Fashaw said the new 

building would bring po-
lice back into one build-
ing, different from the 
current split between 
space in Cape May and 
West Cape May. 

“The inside of this 
building will be modern 
as I can make it, the out-
side will look like it was 
there forever,” he said. 

Fashaw said he re-
ceived input from resi-
dents in the neigh-
borhood. He said the 
intersection of St. John 
and Lafayette streets 
would not receive a traf-
fic light at this time but 
would be wired for the 
possible installation of a 
traffic signal if needed in 
the future.

During public com-

ment, Lafayette Street 
resident Roz Johnson said 
she agreed with Testa the 
tower was disproportion-
ate to the rest of the build-
ing. She said she liked the 
proposal to have a lighted 
globe with the word “po-
lice” on it as a throwback 
to an earlier time.

Former city council-
woman Stacy Sheehan 
asked if the proposed po-
lice station exceeded the 
city’s height regulations. 
Carroll said he believed 
the city permitted a roof 
height in that zone of 35-
feet but that did not apply 
to ornaments.

Conley said the build-
ing height minus the tow-
er was close to 40-feet 
tall.
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Allison K Kruse
Financial Advisor
7 East Shellbay Avenue, Suite B-1
Cape May Court House, NJ 08210
609-536-9676

New job, new retirement 
account options
Changing jobs? Consider these 401(k) options
• Leave the money in your previous 
   employer’s plan
• Move it to your new employer’s plan
• Roll it over to an Individual Retirement 
   Account (IRA)
• Cash out the account subject to early 
   withdrawal penalties

We can talk through your financial goals 
and find the option that works best for you.

ATTENTION
Dog & Cat Owners of Cape May Point, 

Cape May City and West Cape May

  ANNUAL FREE RABIES CLINIC  
Tuesday, March 5th • 12 PM - 1 PM

Cape May Point Public Works Building
801 Lighthouse Avenue, Cape May Point 

ALL DOGS MUST BE ON A LEASH.
ALL CATS MUST BE IN A PET CARRIER.

 Licenses will NOT be sold at this free clinic.
You must purchase dog licenses from your 

Municipal Clerk’s Office during regular business hours.

A3WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2024

TARP SALE
Huge Assortment 

HEAVY DUTY 6ft High x 8ft Wide
STOCKADE FENCING

$69.99

101 ROBERTS AVE. WILDWOOD
609-522-8395

416 STATE HWY. 47 S., GREEN CREEK
609-889-9090

MON. – FRI. 7:30AM – 5PM 
SAT. 8AM – 4PM • CLOSED SUNDAY

MON. – FRI. 7:30AM – 5PM 
CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY

WILDWOOD LOCATION HAS FULL LINE OF
TOOLS • HARDWARE • LUMBER • DRYWALL

WOLF PVC DECKING, TRIM BOARD & RAILING

TAMKO DIMENSIONAL 
SHINGLES

$105.00 per Sq. Ft.

WOLF PVC DECKING
IN STOCK

WE SPECIALIZE IN 
DRYWALL DELIVERY
7-STORY BOOM

DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

CAPE LUMBER474747

3% SALES TAX WILDWOOD

WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED!

Parking for lumber company solves issue with roundabout
By JACK FICHTER

Cape May Star and Wave

WEST CAPE MAY — 
For more than 10 years, 
the county has promised 
to construct a roundabout 
at the intersection of West 
Perry Street, Myrtle Av-
enue and Park Boulevard 
that was delayed in part 
by the design taking park-
ing spaces away from Cape 
May Lumber Co.

Borough Commission ap-
proved a resolution to be 

sent to the county concur-
ring with a parking propos-
al and the county’s plan to 
solve the parking issue.

At a Feb. 14 Borough 
Commission meeting, May-
or Carol Sabo said the first 
day she served as a public 
official was in January 2013 
when then-county engineer 
Dale Foster presented a 
public information session 
on the roundabout project.

Currently, Park Boule-
vard has parallel parking 
to the north of Flying Fish 

Studios, which is located at 
the end of the lumberyard 
building. Parking would 
need to be changed to face 
for the lumber company 
not to lose parking spaces, 
Sabo said.

She said the plan was to 
ensure Cape May Lumber 
still has access for their de-
liveries and the design al-
lows lumber trucks to use 
“little Myrtle Avenue.” 

“For folks that have said 
‘Do you think this round-
about will ever come to 

pass,’ it actually is going 
to come to pass because 
we all know how danger-
ous that intersection is,” 
she said. “Traffic-calm-
ing measures are impor-
tant. This will help people 
ease around that area, 
provide safe passage for 
bicycles, pedestrians and 
vehicles.”

Deputy Mayor George 
Dick said County Engineer 
Bob Church was willing to 
attend a Borough Commis-
sion meeting to explain the 

project. 
Sabo said the parking 

plan would use the existing 
stone shoulder and paved 
bicycle lane for maneuver-
ing. There are currently 
public parking spaces 
available along the shoul-
der that would be affected, 
she said.

Originally, it was thought 
the county owned or con-
veyed the parking spaces 
but that was not the case, 
Sabo said.

The original design 

called for a six-legged 
roundabout that would 
be designed with a truck 
apron, an area where cars 
would drive around, but it 
could accommodate a truck 
driving over it. The center 
of the roundabout would be 
brick.

Roundabouts are much 
smaller than traffic circles 
that control traffic flow 
without stop signs or traffic 
lights. Drivers need to find 
a gap in the traffic to enter 
a roundabout.

Montreal Beach Resort

Hurless said there was 
no mention in the appli-
cation that the applicant 
was taking advantage of 
the city’s outdoor seating 
ordinance. He said he had 
not conducted a review 
to see if the application 
complied with the out-
door seating ordinance 
nor had fire and code of-
ficials.

“There’s a whole bunch 
more seats than what 
you’re showing in your 
parking counts and there-
fore I flagged this as a 
discrepancy, you need 
to resolve this,” Hurless 
said.

Monzo said the seats in 
the proposed lounge area 
were not for dining since 
they had no dining tables. 

Dan Alicea, founder 
and CEO of Madison Re-
sorts, which purchased 
the hotel from the Hirsch 
Family, said he was re-
ducing the number of din-
ing tables on the rooftop 
to add tables to the bar. 

Board solicitor Richard 
King said he thought the 
concept of outdoor seat-
ing was for properties 
that have already have “a 
bunch of seats” on their 
patio and want to take 
some of their indoor seats 
and place them outside.

“I didn’t understand the 
ordinance to be you could 
build what is essentially a 
brand-new addition to a 
restaurant, add 200 seats, 
put the tables at 30 inches 
instead of 48 inches and 
say, ‘That’s OK under 
the outdoor seating ordi-
nance” he said. 

King said the ordinance 
states it provides for al-
location of existing seat-
ing, not the creation of 
new or additional seating. 
He said additional park-
ing spaces are not needed 
when existing seating is 
just moved from indoor to 
outdoor seating.

Monzo, who crafted 
the city’s outdoor dining 
ordinance when serv-
ing as the city’s solicitor, 
said the ordinance does 

not include seats that are 
limited primarily to ho-
tel guests, seats used as 
general or hotel seating 
areas, such as waiting ar-
eas and lobbies, and seats 
without dining tables lo-
cated on the verandas and 
porches of any hotel/mo-
tel or restaurant.

“They are excluded 
from the definition of an 
outdoor seat,” he said. 
“So, what you’re talking 
about is moving restau-
rant tables from inside 
to outside with the same 
number of dining seats 
and dining tables.”

Monzo said the code ex-
cludes lounge seating. 

Alicea said the only 
change in use of the 
fourth-floor deck, which 
was only used by hotel 
guests, was putting a roof 
over it. 

Engineer for the appli-
cant Andrew Schaeffer 

said they were seeking a 
number of variances but 
most of them could be 
characterized as a reduc-
tion in the amount of non-
conformity. The appli-
cation was based on 277 
restaurant/bar seats. 

Hurless said the ap-
plicant was seeking vari-
ances for the setback of 
the stairs and trash enclo-
sure for the guesthouse, 
the setback along Stock-
ton Avenue, lot cover-
age, parking and parking 
setbacks, signage, and 
stacked parking. 

In his closing statement, 
Monzo said he agreed the 
applicant needed to pro-
vide a detailed seating 
chart breaking down res-
taurant, bar, and lounge 
seats. He said the project 
was a significant reduc-
tion in lot coverage and 
signage was being im-
proved.

Continued from Page A1

HPC review police station plans
Continued from Page A1

TIDES: Feb. 28-March 6, 2024
DATE HIGH LOW

A.M. P.M. A.M. P.M.              
28 10:04 10:30 3:46 3:59
29 10:38 11:07 4:25 4:31
1 11:15 11:49 5:11 5:08
2 11:59  6:02 5:53
3 12:39 12:54 7:02 6:47
4 1:41 2:07 8:13 7:55
5 2:56 3:31 9:28 9:13
6 4:07 4:39 10:30 10:22

MOON PHASES
Last quarter, March 3 • new moon, March 10

Provided
The Historic Preservation Commission reviewed conceptual 
plans for a police station in Cape May and forwarded a positve 
report to the state Historic Preservation Offi ce.
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