
few ordinance, it is in ef-
fect,” he said. “The chief put 
out a directive to the police 
department for his officers, 
he gave them some march-
ing orders on how we are 
going to handle this.”

Police Chief Kevin Lewis 
said the curfew ordinance is 
still on the books and such 
a curfew is legal statewide. 
He said the legalization of 
marijuana and the state Ju-

venile Justice Reform Act 
“took a lot of tools out of our 
toolbox.”

— Delaware River and 
Bay Authority (DRBA) 
commissioners adopted the 
agency’s 2023 Capital Im-
provement Program (CIP) 
along with an authority wide 
five-year strategic plan for 
the agency’s airports and 
crossing facilities. 

The 2023 CIP of $208 mil-
lion is comprised of $174.7 
million in authority re-

sources and $33.3 million 
in federal, state and local 
grant funds. The five-year 
strategic plan, which con-
tains nearly 100 major capi-
tal projects at the Delaware 
Memorial Bridge (DMB), 
Cape May–Lewes Ferry 
(CMLF) and the agency’s 
five regional airport facili-
ties, serves as a planning 
tool for directing resources 
to address the increasing 
demands associated with 
that infrastructure. The plan 

is expected to cost about 
$604.5 million in author-
ity and grant funds. Author-
ity funds consist entirely of 
tolls and other user fees; no 
tax dollars are used. 

— In January, residents 
of Shawcrest Mobile Home 
Park approached Township 
Council stating they were 
unhappy with significant 
increases in their monthly 
lot rental fees and request-
ing the township enact a 
rent control ordinance. The 
township is maintaining a 
hands-off policy, not wish-
ing to become involved in 
a landlord/tenant dispute, 
Township Manager Mike 
Laffey said Feb. 6 during a 
Township Council meeting. 

He said township officials 
had received emails and 
phone calls from residents 
of the park that also men-
tioned code violations such 
as trash and recycling col-
lection issues. Laffey said he 
responded to the phone calls 
and emails and had code en-
forcement visit the site to 
help the park meet township 
codes. 

— In his annual State 
of the Township Address, 
Lower Township Mayor 
Frank Sippel highlighted a 
successful year regarding 
finances and infrastructure 
replacement. He noted in 
2022, council approved a 
$30.6 million budget without 
a tax increase. Sippel said 
Clem Mulligan Sports Com-
plex in Villas opened last 
year, a $2.9 million project 
for which the township re-
ceived $1.2 million from the 
county Open Space Program 
and $400,000 from the state. 
hospital. 

Lower received more than 
$500,000 in infrastructure 

grants from the state. Sip-
pel said a large project was 
drainage improvements on 
Cloverdale, Evergreen and 
Spruce avenues. “That part 
of that Villas neighborhood 
has been flooding for over 20 
years, up to people’s door-
steps,” he said. The town-
ship spent about $2.5 mil-
lion for reconstruction and 
paving of about 4.5 miles of 
roads, the mayor said. 

— Four state-of-the-art 
ferry vessels are expected to 
join the Delaware River and 
Bay Authority fleet in 2026. 
The DRBA is seeking to re-
place its aging vessels on the 
Cape May-Lewes route with 
smaller boats able to accom-
modate just 75 vehicles at 
an estimated cost of $320 
million. 

The DRBA held an infor-
mational meeting Feb. 23 
via Zoom to show off early 
conceptual plans for the 
vessels. Director of Ferry 
Operations Heath Gehrke 
said the current vessels are 
“quite old” and it’s time to 
look at new boats. He said 
the project is moving into 
the design phase. 

— Homeowners in Dia-
mond Beach will be getting 
some more shore protec-
tion for their properties, but 
some are wary of the conse-
quences. Township Council 
approved an agreement with 
the Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP) for 
construction of a sand dune 
through Diamond Beach 
as part of a project stretch-
ing from Hereford Inlet to 
Cape May Inlet. But Robert 
S. Baranowski, represent-
ing the Grand Condominium 
Homeowners Association, 
said none of the residents’ 
concerns were addressed. 

“I have to say we’re very 
disappointed in the current 
situation, very disappointed 
in the DEP commissioner’s 
take-it-or-leave-it position. 
We don’t feel it’s a very good 
faith negotiation with Low-
er. They haven’t spoken to 
the private property owners 
or made any of the changes 
that we’ve been seeking,” he 
said.

The recommended plan, 
part of the New Jersey Hur-
ricane and Storm Damage 
Reduction Project, includes 
a berm and dune system 
along the oceanfront in 
Lower Township, Wildwood, 
North Wildwood and Wild-
wood Crest. 

MARCH

— The Delaware River 
and Bay Authority (DRBA) 
Commissioners awarded a 
contract to Arther J. Ogren 
Inc. of Vineland to construct 
a new terminal building on 
Hornet Road at the Cape 
May County Airport. The 
contractor was expected 
to begin construction on or 
about March 13. The total 
cost of the project is esti-
mated to be $7.4 million, and 
Cape May County is provid-
ing about $250,000 directly 
in support of the terminal, 
with additional funds com-
mitted to roadway and park-
ing enhancements in the im-
mediate vicinity. 

“The existing terminal 
building’s layout and con-
dition are not suitable for 
future terminal needs and 
functions,” said Stephen 
D. Williams, deputy execu-
tive director for the DRBA. 
“The old terminal is located 
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HEAVY TRUCK & 
EQUIPMENT REPAIRS

Service Is What We Sell

210 Rt. 47 South, CMCH • 609-465-5344

202 East Rio Grande Avenue 202 East Rio Grande Avenue .. Wildwood, NJ Wildwood, NJ
www.petalswildwood.com www.petalswildwood.com . . 609-523-9500609-523-9500

Fly
on in!

Fly
on in!

Frequent Flyer? Frequent Flyer? Join our BREAKFAST CLUBJoin our BREAKFAST CLUB

OPEN DAILY • 7:30am – 2:00pm
CLOSED FOR VACATION • Dec. 30th – Jan. 12th

CUP OF SOUP &
HALF SANDWICH $799

MON. – FRI. LUNCH COMBO

Cape May Airport off Breakwater Road
609-886-1105 • Flightdeckdiner.com

OPEN DAILY • 7:30am – 2:00pm

CHRISTMAS FANTASY WITH LIGHTS
November 18th – December 30thNovember 18th – December 30th

6415 E Black Horse Pike • Egg Harbor Township, NJ6415 E Black Horse Pike • Egg Harbor Township, NJ

   2024    2024 SEASON PASS SALESEASON PASS SALE
www. storybookland.comwww. storybookland.com
Lights turn on at 5:00pm NightlyLights turn on at 5:00pm Nightly

November 24th – December 30th

WEEKNIGHT ADMISSIONS
(MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, & THURSDAY) 
DISCOUNT TICKETS SOLD ONLINE 

& TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE GATE
No other discounts apply

Season Passholders welcome!
WEEKEND ADMISSIONS

(*FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS) 
TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE ONLY

Reservations Required!
Season Passholders welcome!

In order to use previously purchased tickets 
for weekends you MUST visitstorybookland.com 
and complete an exchange form. You will receive

 new tickets to make your own reservation.
*Subject to availability on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays.

TICKET SALES OPEN NOV. 1stTICKET SALES OPEN NOV. 1st

IRT-4395H-A 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

You're retired. 
Your money 
isn't.

Call or email me 
today, and we can 
help walk you through 
your retirement 
account options.

Allison K Kruse 
Financial Advisor
7 East Shellbay Avenue 
Suite B-1 
Cape May Court House, NJ 08210 
609-536-9676

SOMERS POINTSOMERS POINT • 609-926-0688 • 609-926-0688
Target / Petsmart Plaza • Target / Petsmart Plaza • Rt. 9, Somers Point, NJRt. 9, Somers Point, NJ

MAYS LANDING • MAYS LANDING • 609-625-2266609-625-2266
Mays Landing Diner Shopping Center • Mays Landing Diner Shopping Center • Rt. 40, Mays Landing, NJRt. 40, Mays Landing, NJ

WORK & LEISURE CLOTHINGWORK & LEISURE CLOTHING
2 LOCATIONS: SOMERS POINT & MAYS LANDING
www.www.S O M E R S P O I N T H U BS O M E R S P O I N T H U B.com.com

25% OFF EVERY ITEM 25% OFF EVERY ITEM IN STOREIN STORE
EXCLUDES BOOTSEXCLUDES BOOTS

10% OFF ALL BOOTS10% OFF ALL BOOTS
EXCLUDES SALE BOOTSEXCLUDES SALE BOOTS

Just in time for Last Minute Holiday Shopping!Just in time for Last Minute Holiday Shopping!
END OF THE YEAR BLOW OUT SALE!END OF THE YEAR BLOW OUT SALE!

Sunday, December 17th  through Sunday, December 31stSunday, December 17th  through Sunday, December 31st

Cannot be combined with any other offer or prior purchase.  Limit one per customer. In store items only.

GIVE THE PERFECT GIFT!GIVE THE PERFECT GIFT!

Lower Township Year in Review
Continued from Page A1

Jack Fichter/CAPE MAY STAR AND WAVE
Delaware River and Bay Authority commissioners broke ground in March on a $7.4 million 
terminal at the Cape May County Airport.

See Lower, Page A3


