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Cape May Star s Wane

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2023

People in Crisis helps ailing vet get home fixed up

Jack Fichter/CAPE MAY STAR AND WAVE
Lana Samuels of People in Cirisis, left, and Pete Fitzpatrick of P.). Fitzpatrick contractors, right,
stand with homeowner Edgar Neel at his home, which just got new siding.
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Tap into the benefits that CDs bring
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Financial Advisor
207 Bogden Blvd Suite J

Millville, NJ 08332
856-506-8914

Bank-issued,
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* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 10/18/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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The full-time maintenance assistant performs routine and preventative maintenance for our three historic
sites and six trolleys. Work is inclusive of carpentry and maintenance repairs as well as upkeep of the
properties, facilities, equipment, and various utility systems. Please note that this job description is not
exhaustive and additional duties are assigned as needed. Must have reliable transportation.
Compensation includes generous health insurance, PTO and 401(k). Previous maintenance experience
preferred.

. Proficient skills in operating various hand tools, power equipment and commercial machinery.
. Ability to work independently as well as within a team environment.

. Must be able to lift a minimum of 50 pounds.

. Must be able to work occasional nights and weekends.

. Valid driver's license and good driving record.

. High school diploma or GED.

Please contact Michael Millison at mmillison@capemaymac.org

EEO-A/A. Minority and women applicants are encouraged to apply.

Cape May
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—— WILDWOOD LOCATION HAS FULL LINE OF ——

TOOLS - HARDWARE - LUMBER - DRYWALL
WOLF PVC DECKING, TRIM BOARD & RAILING

WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED!

TAMKO DIMENSIONAL
TARP SALE

SHINGLES
$105.00 per Sq. Ft.

Huge Assortment
HEAVY DUTY 6ft High x 8ft Wide

WOLF PVCDECKING
IN STOCK

STOCKADE FENCING

3% SALES TAXWILDWOOD

WE SPECIALIZE IN

DRYWALL DELIVERY

7-STORY BOOM
DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

416 STATE HWY. 47 S., GREEN CREEK | 101 ROBERTS AVE. WILDWOOD
609-889-9090 609-522-8395

MON. - FRI. 7:30AM - 5PM MON. - FRI. 7:30AM - 5PM
CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY SAT. 8AM — 4PM - CLOSED SUNDAY

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

COLD SPRING — You
may know the house at
1057 Seashore Road in
Lower Township as the for-
mer location of a car detail-
ing business known as Ed
and Delores, and you may
have noticed it has become
rundown.

Edgar Neel, 80, ran a
detailing business with his
wife there for years. She
is now living in a nursing
home and his ailments tied
to his military service in
Vietnam have limited what
he could do to renovate his
house.

Anon-profit organization,
People in Crisis, stepped in
to get much needed repairs
to his home. P.J. Fitpatrick
contractors, of New Castle,
Del., installed new siding
last week on Neel’s home at
no cost.

Lana Samuels, co-pres-
ident of People in Crisis,
had contacted Angie’s
List seeking a donation
but a number of contrac-
tors contacted her be-
lieving they had a paying
customer. She said a staff
member at P.J. Fitzpatrick
company took an interest
in the project.

Pete Fitzpatrick Jr. said
the staff member brought
him the information which
fit the criteria of the com-
pany’s “P.J’s Giving Ham-
mer,” that does community
outreach.

The company has won
awards from Habitat for

Foster House

Continued from Page Al

Councilman Tom Con-
rad told the Star and Wave
that Township Council
was trying to determine
what needed to be done to
the house and who would
pay for the work. He said
the Department of Public
Works cut down brush and
cleaned up the grounds.

“We want to get it open to
the public as soon as possi-
ble. The Historic Commis-
sion wants it open, I want
it open, everybody wants it
open,” Conrad said.

Humanity. He said items
that were measured incor-
rectly, or the wrong item
was received are stored
in a “dead pile” and often
donated to Habitat for Hu-
manity.

“We can’t help everyone
but often a case will be
brought to me, and I’ll in-
vestigate it with the owners
of the company, my sister
and my brother-in-law, and
we’ll begin to run through
the cost of the job and what
can we get as far as support
from our vendors,” Fitzpat-
rick said.

He said installing the
siding on Neel’s home
was a five-day project. All
the siding was donated by
the manufacturer, Cer-
tainTeed, which provided
some of its best product,
Fitzpatrick said.

J and L Building Mate-
rials donated all the other
items needed for the job,
he said. They are also plan-
ning to replace a sliding
glass door.

Fitzpatrick said it’s been
a priority for him and his
sister to emulate what their
dad did and demonstrate
they weren’t in business
just to make a buck but to
give back as responsible
members of the commu-
nity.

Neel said he moved into
the house in 1970 and mice
had eaten holes in his old
siding. He said his front
steps were rotted as well as
adeck. He said he has spent
an outrageous amount of
money on medication.

People in Crisis was able
to reduce his costs to about
$2.50 per prescription,
Neel said. He is suffering
from chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD)
and post-traumatic stress
disorder.

“When I knocked on his
door, he was jaundiced and
he said, ‘I just want to give
up,”” Samuels said, noting
he had been without heart
medication for two weeks.

Samuels said pharma-
ceutical companies have
given grants to People in
Crisis.

Neel served in the Navy
on the USS Constellation
stationed off the coast of
Vietnam for four years.
The drinking water on
board was desalinated
ocean water.

While the desalination
process removed salt, it
did not remove Agent Or-
ange, which he consumed
in the water. Samuels said
Neel was also exposed to
asbestos on the ship from
the brakes of aircraft land-
ing on the carrier, causing
his COPD.

He said he would like to
have a used riding lawn
mower because he is un-
able to push a mower to cut
his lawn, which is full of
tunnels from moles.

“We want to finalize
everything, we want his
dreams to come true and
complete this home,” Sam-
uels said.

He credits People in Cri-
sis and P.J Fitzpatrick with
saving his life.

Architectural plans are
needed for restoration of
the interior, he said.

Conrad said the township
had a tax increase of 2.5
cents per $100 this year,
which may cause some to
view restoring the Foster
House as a luxury.

One idea for future use
is to offer it to the Lower
Township Chamber of
Commerce for use as office
space, he said. Having the
building inhabited would
contribute to its well-be-
ing, Conrad said.

He said he would like to

open the house to allow the
public to walk through and
have a look at the building.
It would not be possible to
make the entire house ac-
cessible to the disabled,
Conrad said.

“I’ll be honest, I wanted
it done three years ago,”
he said of the restoration.
“When we’re raising taxes,
we better be spending on
specific things we need.”

The township is receiv-
ing county Open Space
Program funding for other
projects, Conrad said.

Dune Day
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“We are in the early
stages of discussion with
the borough about what
could be done with the
overgrown island and the
intrusive, invasive plants
that dominate most of the
lake’s shorelines,” Berg-
man said. “This would re-
quire extensive planning,
approvals and substantial

MTRAC

dollars, which would re-
quire outside funding from
the state of New Jersey or
other grant sources.”

He said residents have
raised concerns about the
low water level at the south
end of the lake, which ap-
pears to be becoming more
land than water. The bor-
ough has agreed to seek a
professional opinion and
develop a plan to address

the situation.

Bassett said approvals
from the state Department
of Environmental Protec-
tion would be needed prior
to beginning work on the
island in the lake or the
south end of the lake.

Thomas Reilly, of
Friends of Lake Lily, said
the organization would as-
sist in fundraising for those
major projects.

Continued from Page Al

than just a senior citizen dis-
count, noting there are “a
lot of seniors that are very
wealthy in this town.”

“The thought that folks lo-
cally that are needy can’t go

to the beach is horrendous to
me,” he said.

Hanie said the current
price of a weekly beach tag
is $20. He proposed rais-
ing the price to $25, which
would increase revenue by
about $122,000.

COMMERCIAL LENDING
When the banks say NO,

one of 500 Boutique lenders

can say YES! Up to $100m
EXPLORE LOAN OPTIONS =
FREE CONSULTATION

845-546-2441 - Aparadise39@gmail.com
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BAPTISM BIRTHDAY OFFICE PARTY

Cold Spring Grange
Restaurant «:-

Available for small private events
735 Seashore Rd., Cape May, NJ 609-884-0114, ssheldon@hcsv.org

Space is limited, book now

The current rate for a
three-day tag is $15. A pro-
posal is to raise that fee to
$20, which would produce
additional revenue of about
$127,000, Hanie said.

He said daily tags are
priced at $8 with a proposed
hike to $10, which would
bring in an increase of about
$188,000.

Commercial beach tags
are priced at $100 with a
proposed increase to $115,
which would garner about
$42,000, according to Haney.

Van Walsum suggested
raising commercial tags to
$125, noting rental rates
have increased significantly.

Crowley said Cape May is
the only beach town to offer
three-day and commercial
beach tags.

BABY SHOWER
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Proceeds benefit HCSV Foundation, a non-profit living history museum | §



