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City celebrates 180 years of Methodist presence
By JACK FICHTER

Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — A neighbor 
of City Hall is celebrating 

its founding on Cape Island 
180 years ago.

Mayor Zack Mullock read 
a proclamation Oct. 4 cel-
ebrating 180 years of the 

presence of Methodists on 
Cape Island. Beginning in 
1810, Methodists met in pri-
vate homes due to the lack 
of a church building.

During a conference of 
the Cape May Circuit held 
on Oct. 15, 1842, a decision 
was made to build a church. 
The first building was con-

structed in 1843 at the site 
of the city’s current Fire 
Museum on Franklin Street 
but was quickly outgrown 
by the congregation.

“The Methodists purchased 
the structure currently being 
utilized by the church on 
Washington Street from the 
Presbyterians, which was 
then used for the summer 
visitors and is still known as 
the ‘Visitors Church’ today,” 
Mullock said. 

In 2003, the African-
American Franklin Street 
United Methodist Church 
merged with the First 
United Methodist Church 
of Cape May creating the 
United Methodist Church. 

Mullock said the city rec-
ognized the longstanding 

presence of Methodists on 
Cape Island and joined them 
in celebrating 180 years of 
service to Cape May. 

Pastor HeyYoung Horton 
said she arrived in Cape 
May last year and found 
books and photos of the 
history of the congregation.

“I found out that we are 
the oldest church congre-
gation in Cape Island,” she 
said.

Cold Spring Presbyterian 
Church in Lower Township 
sold the church building on 
Washington Street to the 
Methodist Church in 1854, 
she said.

Horton invited the public 
to attend an anniversary 
celebration at the church at 
10:30 a.m. Oct. 16.

 CAPE MAY STAR AND WAVE (ISSN 519-020) 
Volume 168 Number 41

Published weekly by Sample Media, Inc.,
963 Lenape Drive, Lower Township, NJ 08204

Published Weekly (52 times a year) 
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE: By mail for $42 a year; $75 for two 
years; $22 for six months. Periodical Postage at Cape May 
Court House, N.J. and additional mailing offices.  
POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to the Cape May 
Star and Wave, P.O. Box 2427, Cape May, N.J.08204.

165 YEARS OLD • 1854-2019


