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tion of Sewell’s Point.
MacLeod said in addition

paying for the acquisition of
property, Green Acres fund-
ing can be applied to survey
costs, appraisals, site assess-
ments, title work, demolition,
and other related costs. 

“So there are requirements
or limitations on what you can
do with their resources,”
MacLeod said. 

MacLeod said the total proj-
ect budget $3,292,900, which
includes the acquisition of the

former Vance Tavern proper-
ty. He said the city had an
interest in the property sev-
eral years ago, when Wise
Family still owned property,
but they were not a successful
at negotiating a sale price at
that time. 

“We are now looking at this
property with the potential
that city could amass its
largest amount of open space
for passive and active recre-
ation,” MacLeod said.  

MacLeod said that project
includes the possible acquisi-
tion of the former Vance’s

Tavern, coupled with existing
city-owned property, and
other parcels which JCP&L,
when they finish mediation
work, will deed over to city.
The properties are all adja-
cent to property owned by the
Cape May City School Board
of Education, which is also
listed on the Green Acres
application.  

“In the application before
Green Acres, they viewed
that as a positive. They
viewed it as two public enti-
ties working together,”
MacLeod said. 

MacLeod said he made con-
tact with Century 21, the local
realtor who previously listed
the property for sale, made
them aware of the city’s inter-
est in the property, and
requested  meeting with cur-
rent property owner in hopes
of negotiating a sale price.

MacLeod said the current
owner is listed as SSJ of Cape
May, LLC, with the individual
owner as Stephen Jamal. The
owner has approval for 24
condo units to be constructed
on the 1.7 acre site, which
was previously owned by

Henry Wise. In March 2004,
Cape May City Council voted
3-2 to pursue eminent domain
to acquire the property, but
that decision was later
reversed. 

The city had offered $1.1
million for the property but
was turned down.

City looking at raising fees

MacLeod said the city need-
ed to review fees in some
areas, including parking,
mercantile licensees, and
contractors licenses.

MacLeod said the fees should
be reviewed periodically, but
this has become more impor-
tant with the institution of the
2 percent levy cap. He said
without other means to
achieve any growth in the
budget, the city is limited to
raising real estate taxes. 

“If there is a need or desire
to be able to increase the
budget beyond that, we need
to find other revenue streams
to allow that to take place,”
MacLeod said. 
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May Baby Parade. Negron is
also scheduled to sing patriot-
ic songs at Patriot Day cere-
monies held outside the Cape
May County Administration
Building. 

Pruitt said 2010 is the 50th
anniversary of the Miss Cape
May County pageant, and that
was part of the motivation for
holding an open pageant. 

“There was a big celebra-
tion in July when Anna was
crowned, that is why we did-
n’t want to stop. We invited
all the Miss Cape May
Counties back for the 50th
anniversary and we had 22
years represented,” Pruitt
said. 

Pruitt said there are pag-
eants that are completely
open, such as Miss Coastal

Shore, Miss Cape Shores,
Miss Atlantic Shore, and the
contestants in these pageants
can live anywhere. Miss Cape
May County went regional, so
the contestants still must
reside in one of the three
counties mentioned. 

Asked to explain the low
number of contestants actual-
ly living in Cape May County,
Pruitt said she just didn’t
know.

“Miss Cape May County is
the first pageant of the new
year, it’s the first pageant
after Miss New Jersey. Some
girls perhaps didn’t want to
do it if they (just) competed
in Miss New Jersey,” Pruitt
said. 

They contestants would also
have had to give up the title
they held if they won Miss
Cape May County. 

Additionally, each girl now
has to raise $100, which goes
to a charity formed by Miss
New Jersey. Although it does-
n’t seem like a lot of money,
Pruitt said the number of con-
testants in the Miss Cape May
County pageant has fallen
since that stipulation was
instituted. 

Pruitt said they try to
attract contestants from all
the municipalities, but it
seems only a few -Avalon,
North Wildwood, and Ocean
City – have regular pageants. 

“Our girl last year was from
North Wildwood – Brandy
Sanguinetti,” Pruitt said. 

Sanguinetti was actually
Miss Cape May County more
than once. 

“You can be the miss more
than once, but not two years
in a row. In between you can

hold another title,” Pruitt
said.

Pruitt’s daughter, Debbie
Pruitt, also held the title of
Miss Cape May County twice,
as did Lacey Johnson from
Avalon, and Sheila Handley
from Tuckahoe.

Pruitt said there are incen-
tives to participate in the pag-
eant.

“There is scholarship
money, a lot of exposure for
the girl, and chance to com-
pete in Miss New Jersey. We
give out $2,000 plus a couple
bonds to Miss Cape May
County. All together we give
$3,000 to $4,000 in scholar-
ships,” she said.

Both of Pruitt’s daughters
competed in Miss Cape May
County and both had titles.
She said when her daughters
“aged out” she got involved to

help the all-volunteer organi-
zation. She has been involved
between 10 and 11 years, and
has been the executive direc-
tor for eight years.

Pruitt, who lives in
Marmora, said she believes in
the program because it offers
a lot of opportunities for
young women, and they get to
meet a lot of people. She said
they also try to make it a fun
experience. 

Pruitt said they would look
at the registrations year by
year and see if they can go
back to a pageant just open to
county residents. 

“I would love it to go back to
just being Cape May County.
If we get enough girls it
would go back to that,” Pruitt
said. 

According to Pruitt, it’s dif-
ficult to really promote the

pageant without a full-time
publicity person, and it’s hard
to find someone who can vol-
unteer that much time. She
said generally they promote
the pageant by issuing press
releases. They contact every
high school and the communi-
ty college, providing informa-
tion and applications. They
also reach out to the voice
schools, dance studios and
gymnastics academies. There
is also word of mouth promo-
tion. 

Pruitt said she hopes more
young women will hear about
the 2011 Miss Cape May
County pageant and will be
interested in competing. 
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“We do have a place we
have inquired about,”
Chamber President Sheri
Hemingway said. “We’re
going to be opening an office
for the Chamber.”

Hemingway said there is

office space available on
Bayshore Road attached to
the ReMaxx building. 

“It’s the old Villas 5 and 10.
We will have an office in the
front,” Hemingway said. 

One thing the Chamber
doesn’t have is a set date to
open the office. Hemingway
said they had the office as of
Aug. 1, but they still have to
get it set up with desks, cabi-
nets, a computer. She said
they would be setting up the
office as time allows. 

“We will be moving as
quickly as we can,” she said. 

Hemingway was also
unable to say how the office
would be staffed. 

“The Chamber is all volun-
teers. We have 170 members
but only a handful of mem-
bers who volunteer,” she
said.

Heminsgway said the main
goal for now was to establish
a place to call home. She said
the Chamber has files stored
in Wildwood and at Seashore

Florists, and they needed a
central location for all their
resources. 

“It will help keep us organ-
ized. But our goal is to have a
place and have someone go in
and man the place so it will be
open to the public,”
Hemingway said. “We don’t
have the perfect answer, but
we are doing what we can as
we can. We are starting trails
and we have to stay on the
trail.”
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ing proposed by the ordi-

nance would replace existing
parallel, angled and perpen-
dicular (i.e., 90 degree) park-

ing in the affected areas and
would increase the number of
parking spaces along Beach
Avenue and Gurney Street by
approximately 330 spaces.

A “NO” vote would defeat
the ordinance. 

Additionally, the city clerk
announced District 5 would
be voting at Cape May
Lutheran Church, 509
Pittsburgh Avenue, for this
election only. District 5 nor-
mally votes at the Kiwanis
hall, but the location was
changed due to a scheduling
conflict. 

RRIISSTTOORRAANNTTEE,, BBAAKKEERRYY,, GGOOUURRMMEETT sshhoopp

AA CCAA MMIIAA
northern italian & contemporary american cuisine

Serving lunch & dinner daily

New Prixe Fixe Menu $22.95~3 courses 5-6:30

Bakery open Daily

524 washington st. mall  cape may 
609-884-6661 www.acamiacapemay.com


