
WCM residents, mayor concerned about speed

By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

LOWER TOWNSHIP –
Township Manager Mike Voll
has apparently had enough
about the Lower Township
Rescue Squad – an issue a
woman two weeks ago called
a “dead horse.”

“You’ve kicked this horse
enough – let it go,” he said. 

Voll said he took exception
to remarks uttered during the
last two Lower Township
Council meetings, suggesting
he didn’t respond appropri-
ately to complaints going
back to April 18 of code viola-
tions. 

“I was there from day one,”
he said, “and I’ve been moni-
toring it daily.” 

Cardinal Avenue resident
said he thought the township
was slow to act when neigh-
bors voiced complaints about
the condition of the Rescue
Squad’s property at Georgia
and Main in Villas. The resi-
dents complained of an over-
flowing dumpster, derelict
vehicles, and private vehicle
maintenance going on inside
the publicly subsidized facili-
ty. Most of the discrepancies
have been taken care of, but
residents are still voicing
objections to the way their
complaints were handled. He
said an Open Public Records
Act (OPRA) request revealed
the Lower Township Rescue
Squad had been cited nine
times between 2003 and 2009.
Weber said each time there
was a complaint, the code
enforcement officer issued a
citation and the problem was

remedied.
“This time that didn’t seem

to be the case,” Weber said.
Weber said it appeared that

Voll simply called the Rescue
Squad and asked them to take
care of the problems men-
tioned by neighbors. 

“In this instance, our par-
ticular problem was not han-
dled the same way as every
other problem,” he said.

“I treated the Rescue Squad
like every other person in
town,” Voll said. 

Deputy Mayor Kevin Lare
said he was in the manager’s
office when Kathy
McPherson was manager,
and said he saw her handle
problems with a phone call.
Mayor Mike Beck said the
call should have been to the
code enforcement officer. He
said the problem is continu-
ing to be an issue because of
the way it was handled. 

“With the nine previous
issues, in 10 days we had a
resolution,” Beck said. 

Councilman Glenn
Douglass said there were
complicating circumstances
to this situation. He said at
the time of the complaints in
April, the code enforcement
officer was on vacation. He
said the construction official,
who would have filled in to
investigate the matter was
called out of town on a family
emergency. He said the com-
bined factors amounted to a
month’s time. 

“It was an unfortunate cir-
cumstance of a township
employee not being there, 
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‘Dead horse’ is
revived in Twp. 

Patrick Hyland/Cape May Star and Wave

Arrrrrrrrrr.....treasure!
Hundreds of children took part in the annual Captain Kidd Treasure Hunt held on the beach in Cape
May, July 31. Children in three age groups dug for buried treature – including three golden treasure
chests. See more photos on page A12.

Cape Ma WaveStar
By CAIN CHAMBERLIN
Cape May Star and Wave

WEST CAPE MAY – After
receiving multiple com-
plaints reporting a high num-
ber of speeding drivers,
Mayor Pamela Kaithern is
trying to get more police cov-
erage on borough streets. 

Kaithern said considering it
is summer, the Cape May
Police Department could be
lacking the numbers to cover
the borough. Kaithern said
the CMPD, which provides
police services to West Cape
May and Cape May Point,
likely focuses mainly on the
pedestrian and tourist traffic

in the busy sections of the
city. 

Kaithern said, aside from
the complaints from citizens,
statistics show that more traf-
fic violation tickets are hand-
ed out in West Cape May than
in the city and commended
the police department for
that. However, with the num-

ber of people who have
expressed concern by phone
and at borough meetings,
something more needs to be
done. 

She said the most problem-
atic streets were Stimpson,
Bayshore, Stevens, Park and
Broadway. She said because
West Cape May serves as a

sort of short cut out of town to
place like Lower Township
and as a way to avoid exiting
Cape May City traffic, people
are speeding through to get to
their destinations.

“It’s really a borough-wide
issue though,” she said. “We
need more enforcement.”

Broadway resident Tom
Douglass has come to the past
two borough meetings with
complaints about speeders on
his street. At the July 13
meeting, he said he would
like to see more police pres-
ence on Broadway, because
no one seemed to be slowing
down to the posted 25 mph
speed limit. 

Douglass said at one point,
he even had to pull a child out
of the street before they were
hit by a car that was coming
too fast.

“At my age I won’t be able
to do that again,” he said. “If
I had been any slower, that
kid would have been dead.”

He said he has seen people
doing at least 10 or 15 miles
per hour over the speed limit
on a regular basis on
Broadway. 

Douglass asked Borough
Solicitor Frank Corrado if
there was any section in the
shared services contract with 
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‘I’ve called Cape May and asked them
to please up the enforcement.’

–WCM Mayor Pam Kaithern

By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

LOWER TOWNSHIP – A
Lower Township resident is
seeking to have an ordinance
changed to allow people to
keep chickens and ducks. 

Claire Nagel, a Shore Road
resident, addressed Lower
Township Council, Monday,
and said the township ordi-
nances require one acre of
land per animal. Using a
Middle Township ordinance
as a model, Nagel told council
she believes the change
would help preserve the rural
character of the community. 

“It would also enhance the
fresh food supply,” she said. 

Nagel, who currently owns
six brown chickens, said she
would like to see the township
allow chickens and ducks, but
not roosters. She said any
food products derived from
the poultry would be con-
sumed by the owner and not
used as a source of income.
She said her proposal also

includes a requirement to
provide 3 sq. ft. of indoor
space per animal, and 5 sq. ft.
of outdoor space for each
chicken or duck. 

Township Manager Mike
Voll said he visited Nagel’s
property and found it to be
very clean, with no noise and
no odor. 

Mayor Mike Beck said his

concern would be those who
would not take proper care of
the animals, which would
generate complaints. 

Nagel said her “brown”
chickens are actually Rhode
Island Reds. She said part of
her interest in raising the
chickens stems from her
interest in producing food
locally. 

“Even though I’m not plan-
ning to sell the eggs, it’s real-
ly part of the development of
the local food market and the
local economy,” she said. 

Nagel said she bought the
chickens at Smeltzer’s in
Cape May Court House,
which is where she gets the
chicken feed. She also bought
the lumber and chicken wire
for the coop and run locally. 

Nagel is also a vegetarian
and interested in the organic
movement. She said she is
raising the chickens organi-
cally, but has no intention
eating them. Her friend, 

Please see Cluck, page A2

With a cluck, cluck here...

By CAIN CHAMBERLIN
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY – The Center
for Community Arts radio,
WCFA-LP 101.5 FM is cele-
brating five years on the air
with its volunteer hosts, com-
munity programming and
eclectic blend of jazz.

Station General Manager
and CCA Executive Director,
Bernadette Matthews, said
the station can be heard from
Cape May Point to Cape May
Courthouse and Avalon, hav-
ing about a 20-mile low-pow-
ered radius from Lafayette
Street in Cape May City,

where the station is located.
Matthews also hosts the
Thursday night radio show,
“What’s Going On” and

brings the community up to
date on local events and hap-
penings. She said the station
was created by Drew Butkocy
in 2006, who saw a radio sta-
tion as potential support for
the CCA’s mission of commu-
nity building. 

“What better way than this
communications vehicle,”
Matthews said. 

They put together a group
of volunteers, who act as both
engineers and on-air talent,
and started as soon as they
could. According to the radio
station website, start-up costs 
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WCFA celebrates 5 years

By CAIN CHAMBERLIN
Cape May Star and Wave

WEST CAPE MAY – The
Board of Commissioners
has been evaluating a fire
department ordinance from
Salem, N.J., wondering if a
similar ordinance could be
used for the borough fire
company.

Salem’s ordinance author-
izes the charging of fees to
recover certain costs associ-
ated with services provided
by the fire department.
According to West Cape
May Commissioner Ramsey

Geyer, the ordinance per-
tains to repeated false alarm
situations in which the fire
company or department
uses up time, equipment
and fuel to arrive at the
scene where they do not
need to be without being
reimbursed. 

He said to be considered a
repeated false alarm offend-
er, there would need to be
three or more calls in a
year’s time. Often, faulty
alarm systems are to blame. 

Geyer said Mayor Pamela
Kaithern brought this ordi-
nance to the attention of the

board about two months ago
as a potential revenue
stream for the fire compa-
ny. The West Cape May
Volunteer Fire Company
has been trying to bring in
extra funding for state-
required equipment and to
train more recruits, so
Kaithern believed this ordi-
nance could possibly be of
some help. 

Kaithern, Deputy Mayor
Peter Burke and Geyer all
said the ordinance would
need some changes if 
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Borough is considering
fees for false fire alarms
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Wildwood Crest, Cape May women finish 2-3 in O.C. Invitational
By KRISTEN KELLEHER
Cape May Star and Wave

OCEAN CITY – Even 
though the 2011 Ocean City 
Beach Patrol’s Women’s In-
vitational Races were held on 
the OCBP’s home turf, an ex-
perimental event didn’t lend 
much of a home court advan-
tage.  

It also didn’t hurt the 
OCBP, which took first July 
27 with 21 points and wins 
in the paddleboard and row/
swim events. Wildwood Crest 
picked was second with 15 
points and Cape May took 
third with 13 points. Ventnor 
City was fourth with 11 and 
Atlantic City was fifth with 6 
points. Ocean City won the 
invitational in 2010.  

The Women’s Invitational 
opened with the sprint dou-
bles, the shortest doubles row 
course so far. The course is 
about 800 meters long.    

Most patrols cleared the 
start easily and raced to the 
first and only flags at an even 
pace. Avalon, Ocean City, 
Atlantic City and Cape May 
took the lead closing in on the 
finish, but Avalon was swept 
sideways by a swell close to 
shore.  

Atlantic City’s Macey Mill-
er and Kara Beres won, fol-

lowed by Rachel Boudart and 
Emma Elmer of the Ocean 
City Beach Patrol. Cape 
May’s MaryGrace Maggiano 
and Patrice Back were third, 
followed by Avalon’s Moni-
ca O’Donoghue and Lauren 
Griesser in fourth and Col-
leen Smith and Becky Leder-
er of Sea Isle City in fifth.   

“It was interesting on the 
way out to say the least,” 
Maggiano said. “It was who-
ever got the best wave (com-
ing in) and whoever got out of 
the boat the cleanest.”

Unlike most rowing races 
which are won by the boat 
crossing the finish, at the 
OCBP Women’s Invitational, 
one crew member has to leap 
out of the boat and run to the 
finish on shore.  

Miller and Beres got a quick 
start and handled relatively 
few waves on the way out. The 
course was straight, with little 
interference from currents or 
the surf. Miller preferred the 
short course, she said.      

“The start and the finish are 
probably the most important 
for a shorter course,” Miller 
said. “When you have a lon-
ger course you need more du-
rability.”

This is Miller and Beres’ 
first season competing to-
gether. Beres has competed 

in past doubles row competi-
tions with Michelle Elberson. 

“She’s taught me a lot about 
rowing,” Miller said on her 
new partnership. 

In the box swim, Ventnor 
veteran Mackenzie Howarth 
passed Wildwood Crest’s 
Greta Reichert for first place 
after a close swim. She got 
out of the water just behind 
Reichart, but beat her to the 
finish on the beach. 

Ocean City’s Erin Curry 
took third, Cape May’s Melis-
sa Hessler came in fourth and 
Sea Isle City’s Chelsea Martin 
was fifth.  

“Coming in, I knew Greta 
was right there and I knew 
Erin Curry was right behind 
her. We’re always close in the 
swim, me and Greta,” How-
arth said.  

Howarth and Reichert both 
swim for the Seahawks swim 
team in Egg Harbor Town-
ship and often train together. 

“We were pretty neck 
and neck the whole time,” 
Reichert said. “I think we 
bring out the best in each 
other.” 

“It felt really good to just get 
in and to swim and to be able 
to do it for my team,” How-
arth said. “Two of my sisters 
are here tonight (competing 
for Ventnor) and having both 
of them here really motivated 
me.”

Howarth’s older sister, 
Paige, competed in the sprint 
doubles and surf dash. Her 
younger sister, Shannon, 
competed in the row/swim.

The row/swim was a new 
event for the Women’s Invita-
tional. Doubles row partners 
rowed to the first flag of the 
course. Once at the flag, one 
of the rowers jumped out of 
the boat and swam to shore.

Ocean City’s Shawnee Fo-
glio and Holly Berenotto won. 
Berenotto was the swimmer.

Upper Township’s Cara 
Thomas and Hayley Conover 
took second and Ventnor’s 
Megan Holland and Shannon 
Howarth took third. Christi-
na Caroulis and Mary Chew of 
Wildwood Crest were fourth 
and Patrice Back and Kelsey 
Herchenrider from Cape May 
were fifth.

“It’s completely different,” 
Berenotto said. “I had no idea 
how anyone would do since 
it was a new event, so it was 
kind of a surprise... Our strat-
egy was to just sprint out and 
sprint in.”   

“It was awesome,” Foglio 
said. “I really hope they keep 
it (the event).” 

Ocean City’s Brittany Sed-
berry continued a winning 
streak in the paddleboard 
division at 7:01, 27 seconds 
ahead of Cape May’s Angela 
Monaghan, who was second. 
Sedberry was first in paddle-

board at the 2011 Longport 
Women’s Lifeguard Invita-
tional.  

Rose Brenner, of Wildwood 
Crest, was third at 7:31, Vent-
nor’s Mackenzie Howarth 
came in fourth at 7:45 and 
Upper Township’s Hayley 
Conover was fifth in 7:49. 

“It’s fun to win individually. 

It’s even more fun to win as a 
team,” Sedberry said.

The surf dash kept a fairly 
traditional course, although 
Wildwood Crest’s team, who 
placed first in the dash, said 
that the flags seemed to be 
closer to shore than previous 
competitions.  

Wildwood Crest’s dashers 

were Cristina Caroulis, Rose 
Brenner, Gabby Szlachta-
McGinn and Leeny Tarnows-
ki. Sea Isle City was second 
with Becky Lederer, Shan-
non Johnson, Jessie Emanuel 
and Kelsie Donahue. Third 
place went to Cape May with 
Maxine Van Dyke, Megan 
O’Leary, Angela Monaghan 
and Kelsey Herchenrider. 
Ocean City was fourth with 
Kelly Scheirer, Carly Wray, 
Samantha Brady and Stepha-
nie Hauck and Upper Town-
ship was fifth with Carly Cox, 
Mary Ellen Curran, Abby Fri-
etag and Alicia Polombo.    

“I actually wasn’t expect-
ing the flag to be as close as it 
was,” said Tarnowski.  

Tarnowksi credited a lead 
off the start, and not the short 
distance, with the Crest’s win. 

“Every dash is differ-
ent,” Szlachta-McGinn said. 
“You’ve just got to run your 
heart out.” 

The final women only race 
of the season will be at 6:30 
p.m. Aug. 10 in Ventnor. The 
Cape Atlantic Women’s Invi-
tational will be at the Suffolk 
Avenue beach.

David Nahan/Star and Wave
Above, Patrice Back (in bow) 
and Kelsey Herchenrider go 
through a wave in the row/swim 
at the 2011 Ocean City Wom-
en’s Invitational. At right, Wild-
wood Crest’s Mary Chew and 
Christina Caroulis in the event. 
At left, Ventnor’s Mackenzie 
Howarth, left, and Wildwood 
Crest’s Greta Reichart come out 
of the water in the swim.

David Nahan/Star and Wave
Above, Cape May’s surf dash team, from left, Meghan O’Leary, 
Angela Monaghan, Kelsey Herchenrider and Max Van Dyke earned 
third place trophies at the 2011 Ocean City Women’s Invitational.

David Nahan/Star and Wave
Wildwood Crest’s surf dash team, from left, Rose Brenner, Chris-
tina Caroulis, Gabby Szlachta-McGinn and Leeny Tarnowski won the 
surf dash at the 2011 Ocean City Women’s Invitational.

David Nahan/Star and Wave
At top, Cape May’s Angela 
Monaghan, right, and Wild-
wood Crest’s Rose Brenner, 
left, were second and third, 
respectively, in the paddle-
board at the 2011 Ocean City 
Women’s Invitational Lifeguard 
Races. Above, the Wildwood 
Crest Beach Patrol team took 
second place overall. At right, 
the Cape May Beach Patrol 
team earned the third place 
trophy. The Ocean City Beach 
Patrol won the overall title.

High              Low
A.M.   P.M.   A.M.   P.M.

3  11:26  11:38    5:00  5:22
4            12:20    5:48  6:21
5  12:32   1:17     6:39  7:24
6   1:31    2:20     7:36  8:31
7   2:38    3:27     8:37  9:40
8   3:50    4:33     9:42 10:47
9   5:00     5:34  10:46 11:47

10  6:02     6:29  11:45         
Moon Phases

New Moon, Aug. 1,30
First Quarter, Aug. 8
Full Moon, Aug. 15

Last Quarter, Aug. 23
Perigee, Aug. 7
Apogee, Aug. 21

TIDES
August 2011

Eastern Standard Time

            


