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pieces that have been lost for
one reason or another, and at
the same time filling the holes
in these families’ lives with
love and compassion for our
fellow man,” Xenidis said in a
letter to Johnson.

Clients of Family Promise
will not be housed at the day
center, but will use it for tak-
ing showers, use the laun-
dry facilities, receive tutoring
and use the computer cen-
ter. The day center provides
the families with a temporary
address and place for chil-
dren to come after school, as
well as a day care for kids not
old enough to be in school,
while parents are working.

“The focus of the program
is an alternative to dealing
with homelessness,” Allen
said. “Right now, the options
in Cape May County are not
really good for a person who
needs help. If you’re going
to get public assistance, you
can’t work. You can’t have a
job. So, if you’re the kind of
person who wants to work
because it’s part of your
focus, then public assistance
isn’t the way you want to go.
Your other option would be to
live in your car, which isn’t a
great option.”

Emily recently began her

new job, while her children
attend the Middle Township
Elementary School. She
said was extremely lucky to
have found Family Promise
and her outlook on life has
improved immensely.

“She can start building rent
deposits, get her feet back on
the ground, save up to buy
a car - that’s the beauty of
this program. It truly helps
people,” Allen said.

Allen said using public
assistance often provides peo-
ple with meager living condi-
tions, while Family Promise
provides families with the
safe, drug and alcohol free
environment of a church
or other house of worship.
Johnson said all adults in the
Family Promise program are
drug tested and put through
criminal background checks,
so families can feel safe
around one another.

Emily said she went to
Social Services when her situ-
ation arose, but received min-
imal assistance. At Family
Promise, she feels she has
been given much more than
just assistance. She said since
arriving in March. she has
been embraced by staff mem-
bers like Johnson and Family
Advocate Kathleen O’Neill.

“My kids love Lauren and
Kathleen. They come in and

N

want to tell them all about
their day and what they
made in school. Lauren and
Kathleen have pictures of my
kids on their walls. It really
is like a home and they’re
family,” Emily said. “Finally,
someone cared about what
was going on.”

Johnson said there are
numerous ways to contribute
to Family Promise. Donors
are honored for their gener-
osity with symbolic decora-
tions like the “Buy a Brick of
Hope Campaign,” where an
engraved brick with the name
of the individual or business

that contributed is laid at the
center. The “Club180” donors
pledge to contribute $180 a
year for five years, which
provides a child 40 days of
a safe place to sleep, nutri-
tious meals, transportation
and counseling. These donors
are granted puzzle pieces that
complete jigsaw puzzles on
the wall at the new center.
There is also the “Star” pro-
gram where a tin star is hung
in the name of a donor who is
willing to give $1,000 a year
for five years. Donating $365
a year for five years gets the
name of a group, business or

individual on a petal of the
decorative sunflower in the
wellness room of the new day
center.

“In five years from now, we
could be totally self-sufficient
from pledges, stars and puz-
zle pieces from the commu-
nity,” Johnson said. “We don’t
use government money at this
point, and we hope we won’t
have to. Other affiliates in
the United States are hurting
because they put all of their
eggs in that basket.”

For those who would rather
volunteer their time rath-
er than contribute money,
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Above left, a sitting area in the new Family Promise center has a homey feel. Above right, a play area for children.

there are numerous trades
and skills needed at Family
Promise, such as hair cut-
ting, yard and building main-
tenance, accounting, counsel-
ing, public relations, tutor-
ing and more. Johnson said
Family Promise currently
hopes to find volunteer land-
scapers and builders willing
to erect a playground at the
new day center facility.

For more information about
Family Promise of Cape May
County, call (609) 846-7862 or
visit www.familypromisecmc.
org.
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is a powerful pain Kkiller
used with cancer patients. A
USA Today article on May S
reported more than two dozen
deaths and caused over 300 to
be sent to the hospital in the
eastern United States in the
prior three weeks.

Still, Taylor said Cape May
County is better off than some
other counties.

“Ocean County had eight
deaths in one month,” he said.

To combat heroin and
other drug trafficking, the
Prosecutor’s Office estab-
lished a Narcotics Task Force
a number of years ago. Taylor
could not give a lot of detail
about the task force, but said
he has recently asked for one
more detective so he can have
the task force working on

Prosecutor’s

CAPE MAY COURT
HOUSE - Cape May County
Prosecutor Robert L. Taylor,
Wildwood Police Chief Steven
Long and Lower Township
Chief Brian Marker report
that during the weekend
of May 17 through May
19, the Cape May County
Prosecutors Office along

| 7pm on Fridays 53’ Saturdays
SATURDAY & SUNDAY AT 3:00PM

simultaneous investigations.

“I have wanted two teams
to do more investigations, but
there has been a hiring freeze
for a couple of years,” Taylor
said.

Taylor said they used to
get officers from local police
departments to work on the
task force, but many of the
police departments are work-
ing with fewer police offi-
cers — even the ones with a
higher rate of heroin users.
According to Taylor, these are
the municipalities with the
higher populations: Middle
Township, Lower Township,
and the Wildwoods.

“With a higher population
you are going to have more
drug abusers,” Taylor said.

Taylor said, in this case, as
the rate of heroin use goes
up so does the crime rate. He

Office announces county

with local Detective Units
from Wildwood and Lower
Township investigated sev-
eral drug overdoses, two of
which resulted in the deaths.

On May 17, the Wildwood
Police Department along
with the Cape May County
Prosecutor’s Office Major
Crime Unit initiated an inves-

SIPPING & SONG

said there is a definite link
between heroin use and theft,
burglary, shoplifting, and so
on. He said there is a link
between heroin use and cop-
per theft — thieves taking cop-
per water lines from under
people’s homes or churches.
He said there have even been
instances of home invasions.
To combat the heroin use
and related crime, Taylor
said the Narcotics Task
Force, which receives no
state or federal funding, does
a number of things. One thing
is developing intelligence on
where heroin is being sold,
who is buying it, trying to get
information from undercover
sources, using surveillance
— both by law enforcement
personnel and with technol-
ogy - to build the case for a
search warrant so they can

tigation into the death of a 19
year old female. The female,
who was a local resident of
Wildwood, was found dead
in a rooming house located
in the City of Wildwood.
Indications and observations
revealed the female’s death
may have been the result of
a possible drug overdose. An
autopsy is scheduled and the
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Cape May Taxi
Wwww.capemaytaxi.com

We’re on your side

CALL 898-RIDE
(898-7433)

o sofe and reliable ~ © cirports
* Alllocal communities © local and distance
* clean, comfortable © child safety seats

FRANK THEATRES

RIO STADIUM 12
3801 Rt. 9 South #1 « Rio Grande, NJ 08242
Additional Pricing for 3D Features
24 Hour Movie Hotline 609-889-4799
*The Hangover 3 R: 12:20, 2:40, 5:00, 7:40, 10:10
*The Hangover 3 R: 11:20, 1:40, 4:10,
(7:10, 9:30 Fri-Wed)

**Now You See Me PG13: Only Thurs Premier 7:00pm
**Star Trek:Into the Darkness PG13: 11:00, 1:50, 4:40,

7:30, 10:20
**3D Star Trek:Into the Darkness PG13: 12:40, 3:30,

6:30, 9:40

**The Great Gatsby PG13: 12:30 (6:40 Fri-Wed)
**3D The Great Gatsby PG13: 3:40, (9:45 Fri-Wed)
**After Earth PG13: Only Thurs Premier 9:00pm
**Fast & Furious 6 PG13: 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:50
*Epic 2D PG: 2:00, 6:50
**Epic 3D PG: 11:30, 4:20, 9:15
Iron Man 3 PG13: 11:00, 1:45, 4:30, 7:20, 10:05

**No Passes
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Stella Artois

Coldest E@@fr'

Dogﬂsh Head Craft Brews
Cape May Brewery Honey Porter
Leinenkugal Summer Shanty
Sierra Nevada Limited Selections

Featuring All Natural
ORGANIC BEEF & CHICKEN
PLUS! Healthy Kids Menu
BEST GLUTEN FREE
MENU AT THE SHORE

LUEKY B[]NES

BACKWATER GRILLE

LUNCH & DINNER DAILY FROM 11:30AM

THIN CRUST BRICK
OVEN PIZZA

( Lucky 13 )

$13 ALL DAY  UNTIL 5:00PM

SUNDAY: Oven-Roasted Turkey, Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Rich Gravy
MONDAY: Grilled Local Fish Tacos, Pico de gallo,
Baha Sauce & Fresh Crema
TUSEDAY: Low-Country Shrimp & Grits
WEDNESDAY: Local Artisan Bucatini Pasta

pan-tossed rustic Marinara two %lb house-rolled Meatballs
THURSDAY: Sautéed Fresh Calves’ Liver, Onions & Bacon
FRIDAY: Beer Battered Fried Fisherman Platter
Local Hand-Shucked Clams, Gulf Shrimp,
Local Catch, Hand-cut Fries & Slaw

1200 RT. 109 SOUTH CAPE MAY, NJ * 609-884-BONE (2663) » WWW.LUCKYBONESGRILLE.COM

seize the dealers’ property
and put them out of business.
Taylor said all of this is done
out of the public view, which
sometimes leads to the mis-
understanding that nothing is
being done to combat drugs.

Taylor said he believes
there are two crucial ele-
ments to ramp up the effort
against heroin in Cape May
County.

“The first is I need to get
two teams, so we can conduct
simultaneous investigations,”
Taylor said.

The second, he said, was to
develop an educational pro-
gram in schools.

“We’re working with the
Chiefs of Police, some board
of education members from
Sea Isle, the county superin-
tendent of schools and Cape
Assist to develop a program

for the fall,” Taylor said.

Taylor said they are plan-
ning to create an interactive
program, such as D.A.R.E., to
inform kids that a single use
of heroin can result in death.
Some D.A.R.E. programs
have been dropped either due
to lack of funding or doubts
about the program’s effec-
tiveness, but Taylor believes
some sort of educational pro-
gram is paramount.

“Anything we can do to
get them to not use heroin
is a good thing,” Taylor said.
“Having all our detectives
working and incarcerating
all the users is not going to
help if our young people are
addicted to heroin.”

Taylor said some parents
neglect to educate their chil-
dren about heroin - some-
times because they are igno-

rant of the facts. Additionally,
he believes some parents
are not able to recognize the
symptoms of their child being
on heroin.

“We want to give parents
the signs of their child being
on heroin,” Taylor said.

He said if the parents won’t
get on board with educating
their children about the dan-
gers of heroin, then they will
take the information to the
children.

Taylor said he is not ignor-
ing the incarceration factor,
and has been working with
State Sen. Jeff Van Drew on
legislation to increase the
penalties for heroin distribu-
tion, but with no increase for
heroin addicts.

deaths attributed to heroin overdose

investigation continues.

On May 18, the Wildwood
Police Department was alert-
ed to a medical emergency
for a male, S8, in the city
of Wildwood. The male was
transported to Cape Regional
Medical Center for treatment.
Investigation of this inci-
dent by the Wildwood Police
Detective Unit revealed that
just prior to the male hav-
ing this medical episode this
male, who is a resident of
the City of Cape May, had
purchased and ingested an
amount of heroin.

On May 19, the Lower

Vance’s

Township Police Department
Detective  Division and
the Cape May County
Prosecutoris Office Major
Crimes Unit initiated an
investigation of the death of
a female, 5S4, from the Rio
Grande section of Middle
Township. From this inves-
tigation it was revealed the
death may have been related
to a possible heroin overdose.
An autopsy is pending and the
investigation continues.

The investigations into
these drug related crimes are
on-going and any information
concerning these deaths from

the public is greatly appre-

ciated. The Prosecutoris
Office along with local
Municipalities throughout

the County are aggressively
investigating the large influx
of Drug related overdoses
specifically Heroin within
Cape May County.

Any information regard-
ing these investigations or
any drug activity through-
out Cape May County the
public is asked to call the
Prosecutor’s Office at (609)
465-1135 or to their respec-
tive Police Department.
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additional lots on St. John
Street. The funding will take
care of demolition of the old
structure, as well as legal fees
and appraisals for the park
project.

City Manager Bruce
MacLeod said the state’s
Green Acres and Blue Acres
programs are funding approx-
imately half of the project,
with the other half coming
from Cape May’s open-space
fund. MacLeod said a por-
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MAD
BATTER

Breakfast & Lunch Everyday 8 - 3pm
Dinner from 5pm
Gluten-free menus available
Vegan and vegetarian fare
LIVE MUSIC
Thursday thru Sun ¢ 7-10pm
HAPPY HOUR
Daily @ THE BAR 3— 6pm
1/2 Price Drinks
Bar Menu available
Early Birds
Sunday thru Thursday 5 - 6pm
Buy | Dinner Entrée
and Get the 2nd "2 Price
At the Carroll Villa Hotel
19 Jackson Street « Cape May, NJ

609-884-5970

www.madbatter.com
carrollvilla.com

Rosalie Hettenbach
REALISTIC IMPRESSIONIST

A UNIQUE EXHIBIT
of recent oil paintings
The Mad Batter
19 Jackson St, Cape May
June 6 through July 10, 2013
OPENING RECEPTION
Sunday, June 9, 2013 * 3 - 5pm

ART EXHIBIT ¢ 26 oil paintings
A Ca Mia Restaurant
524 Washington St Mall
April through December 2013.
EXHIBIT RECEPTION
Sunday, JULY 14, 2013 « 1 - 3pm

The PUBLIC is INVITED
to enjoy both free RECEPTIONS
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tion of the funding would also
cover the expenses for demol-
ishing the former tavern.

Landscape architect stu-
dents from Temple University
drafted designs for the park
project, which were present-
ed to the public last year.
MacLeod said the applica-
tion to the Blue and Green
Acres Programs included the
draft design. However, if the
property is acquired by the
city, there will need to be a
final design process under-
taken, which MacLeod said
has caused some confusion
among residents.

Please see Vance’s, page A3

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

CM House-Rent Weekly.
Close to Beach
& mall. 4BR, LR, DR, Kit,
Utility, 1.5 baths
available 6/1- 6/15 and
8/17 - 8/31
609-770-7472

TIDES

MAY 2013
Eastern Standard Time

High Low
AM. PM. AM. P.M.
22 5:59 6:35 11:53

23 6:53 7:24 12:42 12:44
24 746 8:14 1:35 1:34
25 8:39 9:05 2:27 2:26
26 9:32 9:56 3:20 3:19
27 10:27 10:50 4:13 4:14
28 11:24 11:45 5:07 S:11
29 12:24 6:03 6:12

Moon Phases
Last Quarter, May 2,31
New Moon, May 9
First Quarter, May 18
Full Moon, May 25
Apogee, May 13
Perigee, May 25




