
mitigation projects. 
In a few weeks, a meeting 

will be held for local officials 
with FEMA and the state De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection to discuss the flood 
study, Mahaney said. He said a 
public meeting would be held 
on a Saturday morning after 
Labor Day at Convention Hall. 

The city held a similar meet-
ing in June 2013 that attracted 
more than 400 participants. 
After a presentation of prelimi-
nary work maps, homeowners 
met with FEMA officials on a 
one-on-one basis.  

Mahaney said there would 
be an appeal period for 90 days 
that will run from about Oct. 1 

to the end of December. All ap-
peals will be heard before the 
timeline starts for the adoption 
of the Flood Insurance Rate 
Maps (FIRM.)

The earliest the FIRM maps 
would be approved is July 2015, 
Mahaney said.

“They will be the final maps 
on which construction permits 
will be issued upon, on which 
your flood insurance policies 
will be based, and they will be 
in existence for at least five 
years,” he said. 

City officials initially found 
the preliminary maps were 
virtually the same as the pre-
liminary work maps that were 
issued last August other than 
FEMA making a few adjust-
ments the administration re-
quested, Mahaney said.

He said the adjustments 
relieve a couple of unfair situ-
ations that were not based on 

accurate information.
“Obviously, the preliminary 

work maps and these new 
preliminary maps are much 
more realistic and scientifically 
based and much more favor-
able to the property owners in 
Cape May than the advisory 
flood maps (ABFE) that were 
put out immediately after Hur-
ricane Sandy,” Mahaney said.

He said property owners that 
have overall concerns about 
the mapping and flood impact 
study may forward those con-
cerns to the city administration, 
which would in turn forward 
them to FEMA.

“There’s no doubt in my 
mind, with the community in-
put we’ve had over the last two 
years, that we’re going to be 
in very good shape in terms of 
prevention, mitigation and flood 
insurance premium rates for 
our residents,” Mahaney said.
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Timeline uncertain for cleanup
at dog park on Lafayette Street

Taxpayers group wants more info on Cape May website

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — The city’s dog 
park will close for as long as 
two years when Jersey Central 
Power and Light begins reme-
diation of contaminated soil on 
the site, but just when that will 
begin is still in question.

The dog park on Lafayette 
Street is part of the site of a 
former coal gasification plant 
that left widespread contami-
nation underground. From 
1853 to 1937, the plant pro-
vided Cape May with gas for 
heating, cooking and lighting. 
In the process, Benzene, Naph-
thalene and other chemicals 
were left underground.

Through a number of merg-
ers, JCP&L inherited the 
site that included the former 
Vance’s Bar property, the 
city’s dog park and property 
on the corner of St. Johns and 
Lafayette streets. JCP&L has 
been designing a remediation 
plan that requires the approval 
of the state Department of En-
vironmental Protection (DEP).

City Manager Bruce Ma-
cLeod said the city has been 
working with JCP&L, which 
has allowed a dog park on 
the lot.

“The site needs further re-
mediation through the coop-
erative effort with JCP&L, 
NJDEP and the city of Cape 
May to resolve brown site 

conditions at the property that 
exist because it was an old coal 
gasification property going 
back many years ago,” he said. 

MacLeod said a cycle of 
remediation was scheduled to 
start last September but the 
work did not begin and the dog 
park has remained open. 

The city is waiting to hear 
whether JCP&L intends to 
commence the remediation 
this fall, he said. If not, the re-
mediation could begin in 2015.

When the remediation be-
gins, it will be from September 
to May, he said.

At the request of a user, 
MacLeod agreed to have the 
city place fresh mulch in the 
dog park. 

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — More infor-
mation, please. 

That was the request Tax-
payers Association of Cape 
May President Kate Wyatt 
made to City Council on July 
1 regarding the city’s website.

Wyatt read a statement from 
the board of directors of the 
association thanking the city 
for live streaming its meet-
ings on the Web, but then said 
the city’s website needs more 
supporting documentation 
relating to items on meeting 
agendas. 

“The Taxpayers Association 
of Cape May encourages the 
City Council and administra-
tive staff to find a solution to 
the problem of inadequate 
information available to the 
public before relevant meet-
ings,” she stated. “Supporting 

documentation informs the 
local and out-of-town taxpay-
ers on items that are pending 
approval by the council.” 

Wyatt cited the Middletown 
Township website as a good 
example of an informative 
municipal website. She quoted 
a 2011 Monmouth University 
Poll noting “municipal web-
sites are the first place New 
Jerseyans go for information 
about their hometowns. … 
Nearly 6 in 10 say they have 
looked up information about 
their town on the Internet — 
about the same number who 
say they have paid a visit to 
town hall.” 

She said residents are more 
likely to visit a municipal 
website than to call or write a 
city official.

“Anyone who is involved 
with an organization that owns 
and maintains a website knows 
it is a struggle to keep informa-

tion fresh and on message,” 
Wyatt read from a statement. 
“The city has the complex task 
of keeping all taxpayers — 
primary and secondary home 
taxpayers — informed.”

If a resident can walk in to 
the City Clerk’s Office for in-
formation and the City Clerk 
can print a file and hand it to 
the person, that same file can 
be converted to a PDF format 
and attached to the online 
agenda for an upcoming coun-
cil meeting, she said.

“There is minimal additional 
time or effort required, no 
new web page, no extra cost,” 
Wyatt read from a statement.  

She said the most recent 
council meeting minutes avail-
able on the city’s website are 
from April 15, which she called 
unacceptable.

Wyatt said an agenda should 
not disappear from the website 
after a meeting is held.

City Manager Bruce Ma-
cLeod said meeting minutes 
must be finalized and signed 
by council before they can be 
posted online. He said while 
it may sound as if a task like 
scanning a document to create 
a PDF file takes only a minute, 
other work taking place in the 
City Clerk’s Office must be 
taken into account. 

Councilman Bill Murray 
suggested documents be 
placed online after a council 
meeting. 

Mayor Edward Mahaney 
said the bar is continually be-
ing raised for public access, 
transparency and openness in 
government. He said when he 
returned to council in 2008, the 
city did not have a functioning 
website but now has two sites.

Mahaney said he proposed 
more money be appropriated 
for information technology but 
he has not received support 

from council on the matter. 
He said a tremendous volume 
of people visit the City Clerk’s 
Office.

The staff drops what they 
are doing and fills their re-
quests, some of which can be 
complex and time-consuming, 
he said. In addition, the clerk 
receives requests for informa-
tion via email and phone, the 
mayor said. 

“In the next year, we’re go-
ing to have to take one position, 
a significantly large salary, and 
have that person handling this 
kind of information gather-
ing and distribution not just 
electronically but for OPRA 
requests. It’s become a very 
expensive process,” Mahaney 
said.

He said the city has been 
examining how it could add 
pages to its website.  

Deputy Mayor Jack Wich-
terman noted a position is 

unfilled in the City Clerk’s Of-
fice, putting more demand on 
the office staff.

MacLeod said a search func-
tion needs to be added to the 
city’s website. He said creating 
a PDF file of a document was 
one thing, but posting it to a 
website was another process. 

The July 1 meeting agenda 
with minutes and resolutions 
would occupy 50 pages of 
information, said MacLeod, 
noting it was a short agenda.

“If I’m required to scan and 
post every ordinance prior to 
every meeting, I probably need 
one other person in my office, 
City Clerk Louise Cummiskey 
said.

She said she sometimes 
works until 7 p.m. on a Friday 
prior to a council meeting.

Cummiskey said another 
page would be required on 
the city’s website to post ad-
ditional documents.

LUNCH & DINNER DAILY FROM 11:30AM

Coldest Beer 
in Cape May!

14 ON TAP
Dogfish Head Craft Brews

Cape May Brewery Honey Porter
Leinenkugal Summer Shanty

Sierra Nevada Limited Selections
Stella Artois

Featuring All Natural
ORGANIC BEEF & CHICKEN

PLUS! Healthy Kids Menu
BeST GLUTeN FRee 

MeNU AT THe SHORe

THIN CRUST BRICK
OVEN PIZZA

$13 ALL DAY • UNTIL 5:00PM

Lucky 13

SUNDAY: Oven-Roasted Turkey, Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Rich Gravy
MONDAY: Grilled Local Fish Tacos, Pico de gallo, 

Baha Sauce & Fresh Crema
TUSeDAY: Low-Country Shrimp & Grits

WeDNeSDAY: Local Artisan Bucatini Pasta 
pan-tossed rustic Marinara two ¼lb house-rolled Meatballs

THURSDAY: Sautéed Fresh Calves’ Liver, Onions & Bacon
FRIDAY: Beer Battered Fried Fisherman Platter 

Local Hand-Shucked Clams, Gulf Shrimp,
Local Catch, Hand-cut Fries & Slaw

APPETIZERS
Farm Fresh  

Asparagus Amandine

Blacken Sea Scallops

Crabmeat Terrine

Havana Bay Shrimp

Tuna Beignets

Bayou Oyster Stew

ENTREES
Chilean Sea Bass Creole

Florida Keys Red Snapper

Cajun Shellfish Gumbo

Blackened Prime Rib

DESSERTS
Key lime pie

Bread Pudding

APPETIZERS
Atlantic Cape Calamari

Point Judith Crab Torta

Seafood Salad

Beef Carpaccio

Caprese Salad  
‘Meta Secca’

ENTREES
Shrimp and Scallop

Pescatore

Seafood Fra Diavolo

Lemon & Herb  
Crusted Salmon

Tuscan Short Ribs

DESSERTS
Lemon Ricotta 
Cheesecake

Panna Cotta

Exotic  
New Orleans  

accented Cuisine

Seafood with an 
Italian Flair

412 Bank Street
Cape May, NJ 08204

RESERVATIONS:  
609.884.0366

ONLINE: frescoscapemay.com

F R E E  P A R k I N g

The ResTauRanTs  
on Bank sTReeT

410 Bank Street
Cape May, NJ 08204

RESERVATIONS:  
609.884.2127

ONLINE: 410bankstreet.com

GREAT STEAKS and SEAFOOD

615 Lafayette Street • Cape May, NJ • 609-884-2111

OPEN DAILY
HAPPY HOUR • 4pm – 6:30pm

Dollar Oysters • Dollar Clams • Mon. – Thurs.

DINNER from 5pm

407 Washington Street Mall •  609-884-0334 • henryscm.com
S I N C E  1 9 7 2

®

SIGNATURE EXPANDABLE WIRE BANGLES

EXPAND YOUR COLLECTION AT

**Dawn of the Planet of the Apes PG-13 10:50, 1:40, 4:30, 7:20, 
10:10

**3D Dawn of the Planet of the Apes PG-13 12:00, 3:00, 6:50, 9:40
**Tammy  R  11:50, 2:20, 5:00, 7:50, 10:05
22 Jump Street R  11:30, 2:10, 4:40, 7:30, 9:55
Transformers: Age of Extinction PG-13 11:00, 3:10, 6:40
3D Transformers: Age of Extinction PG-13 10:00
**Earth to Echo G   11:40, 1:50, 4:20, 7:10(F2W), 9:20(F2W)
**Planes: Fire & Rescue PG 7:00(Thurs) 9:20(Thurs) Premier
**Deliver Us from Evil R 11:20, 2:00, 4:50(F2W), 7:40(F2W),  

10:15(F2W) 
**Sex Tapes R  7:00(Thurs) 9:30(Thurs) Premier
How to Train Your Dragon 2  PG 11:10, 1:30
Jersey Boys R  4:10, 7:00(F2W) 9:50(F2W)
**The Purge:  Anarchy R 8:00(Thurs) 10:20(Thurs) Premier  

Tammy R  1:20, 4:30, 7:20, 9:40
**Deliver Us from Evil R 4:40, 9:50
Jersey Boys R 1:25, 7:05
**Earth to Echo G 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:00, 9:00
Transformer: Age of Extinction  1:10, 4:35, 8:00   
**Dawn of the Planet of the Apes  1:15, 4:30, 7:10, 9:45 

JULY 11th THRU JULY 17th

RIO STADIUM 12
3801 Rt. 9 South #1 • Rio Grande, NJ 08242

Additional Pricing for 3D Features
24 Hour Movie Hotline 609-889-4799

HARBOR 5 THEATRE
** Advance Tickets Available at

www.franktheatres.com
271 96th Street • Stone Harbor, NJ 08247  

24 Hour Movie Times 609-368-7731

** No Passes

Single-stream recycling helps boost
collection, rebate check from MUA

Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — Single-stream recycling 
has encouraged residents and visitors here 
to pitch in and recycle bottles, cans and 
paper in larger amounts than last year.

According to Mayor Edward Mahaney, 
the city received a check for $27,806 from 
the county Municipal Utilities Authority, 
an increase of $10,000 from last year’s 
rebate.

The city followed the county’s directive 
to begin single-stream recycling in April 
2013. The mayor said by allowing the pub-
lic to put all recyclables in one container, 
the city’s rate of recycling increased. 

Paper recyclables include newspapers 

with inserts, office paper, junk mail, 
shredded paper in a clear plastic bag, 
magazines, phone books, paperback books, 
clean pizza boxes, gift, shoe and cereal 
boxes with liners removed and powdered-
detergent boxes.

Glass food and beverage containers 
for recycling include clear, green, brown 
bottles, jars and jugs. Aluminum, tin and 
steel cans of five gallons or less may be 
recycled.

Plastic bottles numbered 1 through 7 
are recyclable, including margarine tubs, 
microwave trays and yogurt containers, 
health, beauty and cleaning product con-
tainers including buckets and landscape 
pots of five gallons or less. 


