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Beauty 
and the Beach 
2 ½ hours ~ $240
Polish the fine lines and 
perfect the beach toes with 
this sublime head-to-toe 
experience that includes 
anti-aging facial, eye & lip 
enhancement, nourishing 
hand treatment, decollate 
treatment and spa pedicure. 

607 Jefferson Street • Cape May, New Jersey
www.CapeMayDaySpa.com  609.898.1003

Life is Beauty-full 
3 3/4 hours ~ $330
Drift away during your  
Swedish massage in the  
aroma of lavender, lavendin 
and clary sage. Classic 
European Facial, Spa Manicure with a Nourishing Hand 
treatment and Spa Pedicure will add the perfect finishing 
touches to your spring day.

Make your appointment today…  for the perfect escape

Mid-Week Beauty Break 2 hours ~ $220
(Available Monday through Friday)  
Break away for a quick stress fix 
and skin perfecting treatment.  
Lavender-infused gentle Swedish 
massage and a customized facial 
with anti-aging enhancement on 

lips and eyes, will give you the right amount of energy 
boost and confidence you deserve!

European Facial, Spa Manicure with a Nourishing Hand 

Mid-Week Beauty Break
(Available Monday through Friday)

Break away for a quick stress fix 
and skin perfecting treatment.  
Lavender-infused gentle Swedish 
massage and a customized facial 
with anti-aging enhancement on 

lips and eyes, will give you the right amount of energy 

DAY SPA

THE

& HOLISTIC CENTER

SpecialsSpecialsBeautifying

Pampering for Spring

7 Ocean St., Cape May        800-582-5933        innofcapemay.com

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Bar • Beachfront Porch • Happy Hour
Casual Oceanfront Dining in Victorian Cape May

Cape May Restaurant Week... June 5-12
3 Courses - Lunch $15 - Dinner $35 per person (excl. tax & tip)

7 Ocean St., Cape May        800-582-5933        innofcapemay.com

 
Cape May Restaurant Week already started 
at The Merion Inn! Come in and enjoy our 

$35 Three Course Prix Fixe 
(only $25 before 5:30) 

 
 

 
 

*See music schedule in “Sea & Do” -never a cover! 

106 Decatur Street at Columbia Avenue, Cape May 

Reservations: 609.884.8363 or  
online at www.merioninn.com 

5th Annual George Mesterhazy Tribute 
Concert- Sunday, 6/12, Conv. Hall 

 

Dinner, Cocktails & 
Live Piano Music 
7 days a week! 

TIDES : June 2016
DATE HIGH LOW

A.M. P.M. A.M. P.M.              
1  5:02 5:41 11:02 11:48
2 6:03 6:36 11:57 
3 7:01 7:29 12:47 12:50
4 7:56 8:20 1:43 1:43
5 8:50 9:11 2:36 2:35
6 9:43 10:01 3:29 3:26
7 10:36 10:51 4:21 4:18
8 11:29 11:41 5:13 5:11

MOON PHASES
New moon, June 5 • First quarter, June 12

A2 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1, 2016
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The Judge Nathaniel Foster House, right, circa 1730, was kept close to its original condition 
through the centuries because members of the family owned it until 2006. Above, the parlor 
has its original fi replace and hardwood fl oors.

Family ownership saved Foster House for future
By JACK FICHTER

Cape May Star and Wave

VILLAS — The Judge 
Nathaniel Foster House, 
circa 1730, will soon be 
owned by the county Divi-
sion of Open Space and 
Farmland Preservation 
Program and then sold for 
a nominal amount of money 
to Lower Township. The 
township’s goal is restore 
the home as a historic site.

The Foster House, locat-

ed at 1649 Bayshore Road, 
remained in ownership of 
the original family until 
2006, when Isabella Foster 
Sakewicz passed away. The 
Cape May County Histori-
cal and Genealogical Soci-
ety then bought the house.

The house is of First Pe-
riod heavy timber frame 
construction with large 
corner posts and mortise 
and tenon joints, according 
to research from the Mu-
seum of Cape May County. 

The corner posts can be 
seen in the second floor 
bedrooms.

The kitchen features the 
original fi replace used for 
cooking. The iron crane 
that held pots remains in 
the fireplace. In the cel-
lar, a brick arch supports 
the large fi replace above. 
The original wood panel-
ing and hardware remain 
in the kitchen. A winding 
staircase to the second 
floor is behind a door in 
the kitchen. A number of 
small doors, which are 
of double thickness and 
feature a crossand Bible 
confi guration, surround the 
fi replace.

The rafters in the at-
tic, which are numbered 
with Roman numerals, are 
hand-hewn and pegged 
together. 

Jeff Hilgert, a member 
of the board of trustees of 
the society, pointed out a 
cast iron fi re back in the 
living room fi replace. It is 
marked with “Batsto,” a 
location of an iron works 
and preserved historic site 
from the  mid-1700s. 

The parlor walls, which 
would have been wood pan-
eled, were later replaced 

with plaster walls, he said.
Nathaniel Foster (1700-

1769) purchased 100 acres 
of land from the West Jer-
sey Society in 1727 that 
stretched from Bayshore 
Road to the bay and from 
Drumbed Road to Cardi-
nal Avenue.  Foster was a 
direct descendant of one of 
35 whale-yeoman families 
who came to settle in Cape 
May County around the 
late 1600s. He recorded 
his fi rst earmark, used for 
identifying cattle, in 1720. 
On the 1727 deed for the 
property, his occupation is 
listed as carpenter. 

Foster was appointed 
Justice of the Peace for 
Cape May County in 1739 
and held that position for 
almost 30 years. When he 
died in 1769, he left his 
property to his son, Sala-
thiel, and to his grandson, 
Reuben, the son of his de-
ceased son, George.

Salathiel (1725-1792) 
served as an offi cer in 1775 
in a battalion of Minutemen 
from Cape May County. In 
1777, during the Revolu-
tionary War, he served as 
captain of the 3rd Company 
Battalion, also of Cape 
May County. He went on 

to become a farmer who 
increased his acreage and 
owned part of Five Mile 
Island near Wildwood. 

Reuben Foster (1780-
1870) and his son, Downs 
Edmunds Foster (1807-
1886), both carpenters, 
probably remodeled the 
front portion the house, 
adding a staircase in the 
front hall and changing 
fi replaces in the parlor and 
upstairs bedrooms around 
1830.

Later in life, Downs 
Edmunds Foster was the 
keeper of the Cape May 
Lighthouse for many years.

Hilgert said the house 
has remained intact since it 
has remained in the owner-
ship of the original family.

“Because it was in the 
family, they wanted it just 
like grandma had it, and 
that went on for generation 
after generation and they 
really didn’t change all that 

much,” he said.
A gunstock corner post 

is visible in a second-fl oor 
bedroom. Ceilings and 
doorways are low com-
pared to today’s standards. 
The home appears to have 
its original fl oors, although 
the planks are narrower 
than some of the era, Hil-
gert noted.

Two other structures 
exist on the property that 
are presumed to be an 
outhouse and shed. The 
home’s original exterior 
beadboard is hiding under 
a layer of pink-hued shin-
gles. Hilgert said he hopes 
the shingles preserved the 
beadboard from the ele-
ments. 

Hilgert said due to de-
clining government sup-
port, the museum was un-
able to restore the Fos-
ter House but was able to 
preserve the home from 
demolition.
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In the cellar, a brick arch supports the fi replace above in the 
kitchen.
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The original wood paneling and hardware remain in the kitch-
en, while the rafters in the attic, which are numbered with 
Roman numerals, are hand-hewn and pegged together.


